Joint Press Release: 10th February 2011 

“Schools Consider Academy Conversion”

Issued on behalf of Birkdale High School, Chesterfield High School, Deyes High School, Greenbank High School and Maghull High School

The Governing Bodies of five successful Sefton Secondary Schools have decided to consider converting to Academy Status under the model now offered to schools by the Government. 

Gary Loveridge, Headteacher of Birkdale High School commented that every school rated as either “Outstanding” or “Good with Outstanding features” in their last Ofsted inspection has been encouraged to consider applying for this new model of running the school. 

Academies are funded directly by Central Government and enjoy a number of greater freedoms compared to other Maintained Schools.

Mark Anderson, Head of Maghull High School said, “All schools in Sefton have a long track record of working together for the benefit of pupils and the wider community and we are all committed to ensuring that this continues, as and when any school becomes an academy.”

Simon Penney, Headteacher of Chesterfield High School explained that each school would now begin its own process of consultation with parents, staff, pupils and other stakeholders. No final decision to convert would be taken by Governors until after the outcomes of consultation had been considered and much greater detail received from the Department for Education.

Anne Stahler, Headteacher of Deyes High School added, “We will all consider the benefits and freedoms of Academy Status very carefully to ascertain that this would the best way forward for our schools.”

“Discussions will be on-going through the rest of the Spring Term with Governors likely to make a final decision at meetings in the Summer Term,” remarked Pat McQuade, Headteacher of Greenbank High School who added “I am confident that our partnerships with other schools would continue and strengthen under this arrangement.”

All five schools see this as an opportunity to move forward together for the benefit of their whole school communities and enrich the educational experience offered to the young people in their care.

