H e lanb weicome to Maghull High School News. It
has certainly been a busy half term, with our annual
awards presentation evening, an exceptionally busy
open evening, a Saturday open morning and very
noticeable progress on our exciting new build. We have
welcomed six tutor groups of new year seven students
who are settling well and the remainder of our year
groups have made a positive start. Have a wonderful
half term break and we look forward to seeing you on
Monday, 29 October.

New Buil d
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As you can see from these two shots taken just three
months apart, work on our new build project has been
full steam ahead. The building is now weatherproof,
the brickwork is almost at the half way point and we
are on schedule to move in in April 2019. Prospective
parents and pupils visiting our recent open events have
been astounded by the sheer scale of the building
which stretches from one end of the field to the other.
We are looking forward to organising more site visits
for students through our engineering department after
half term and will post further updates on the website.

U pjwuddaa 1t Segember saw the final presentation

evening in the old building of Maghull High School
before the school takes possession of the new build in
April 2019. The theatre sparkled and blossomed with
the lighting and flowers, kindly loaned to the school
by Lady Green Nursery. Solo cellist Nieve Mannion
played beautifully and the audience enjoyed a
performance by the school’s gifted and talented
dance company.

The prizes were awarded by the mayor of Maghull,
Councillor Carragher, and our special guest, BBC
Newsround presenter Hayley Hassall. Hayley gave a
passionate talk reminding students that they could
achieve whatever they wanted through hard work
and perseverance. Hayley explained how she
overcame a stammer as a child and now works as an
ambassador for the children's speech, language and
communication charity, | Can (ican.org.uk), which
offers expert resources so children can be diagnosed
and given help at an early stage.

Hayley is now an award winning investigative
journalist from Blackpool and presents programs
across BBC1, BBC2 and CBBC. Most recently, she
reported for current affairs programme Tonight on
ITV, Christmas City on BBC1, The Winter Olympics
documentary for BBC2 and is the anchor on BBC
children's news programme, Newsround. Hayley also
reports for BBC Sport, BBC Breakfast and The One
Show, after many years working as an undercover
reporter for Panorama.

The evening’s proceedings came to a close with an
entertaining vote of thanks from the school’s Head
Boy Sonny Garside and Head Girl Ayse Ozcan. We are
so proud of everything our prize winners have
achieved - a truly memorable evening for us all.
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The Art Department beat off stiff competition from
schools around the UK in a competition to win one

of thirty ActivPanels, a state-of-the-art education On the tenth of October, Mr Donnan, accompanied

technology package for the school. To participate in by Miss Cochrane, led a very successful year 13

the Promethean Grant, schools were invited to geography A Level field study skills trip to Ainsdale

submit video entries explaining why they in beach and the wider Sefton coast. Students were

particular would benefit from winning an ActivPanel. charged with investigating the plant succession across

Entries were judged on three criteria: creativity, the sand dune ecosystem (psammosere) as well as

need, and the impact the technology would have if looking at dune conservation strategies. Later in the

the school were successful. The ActivPanel has now day, they had the opportunity to look at other coastal

been installed in room 58 and is being utilised by defence strategies along the Sefton coastline. A very

students from years seven to thirteen. Well done long but enjoyable day was had by all and the weather

and thank you to Miss Jones our Head of Art for couldn’t have been any better. Thank you to the

submitting such an impressive bid. geography department for organising the trip.
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Wednesday, 14 November - Sixth Form Open Evening s, 12 13
Wednesday, 14 November - Book Fair 8 19 2(
Thursday and Friday, 15/16 November - School production 25 26

Tuesday—Thursday, 4/5/6 December - Dance Show B 2 i
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We are delighted to report that staff and students in the
Phoenix Centre have raised over £150 for one of our
designated charities, YoungMinds. In a week when
assemblies supported World Mental Health Day,
promoting emotional well being, this was a great effort.

At endance

The government’s expectation for good attendance is
96% or above. A report published by the Department
for Education in 2016 stated that pupils with no absence
are 2.2 times more likely to achieve well in their GCSEs
than pupils missing 15-20% of KS4 lessons.

Parents are reminded that time off in term time does
have a detrimental impact on outcomes for students
and should be avoided wherever possible. We are
happy to report that attendance currently is over 96%
and we are determined to maintain this next half term.

Careers

We promote and deliver integrated careers education
across all year groups. Information and web links are
under Careers in the General section of our website. 1:1
careers interviews can be arranged with Mrs Wallis.

Safeguarding
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All staff have received their annual safeguarding training update in this first half term of the year. As well as this,
assemblies have been delivered to students about online safety, anti-bullying and other aspects of how to keep
themselves safe both in and out of school. Students were reminded of the importance of sharing any concerns
with a member of the Safeguarding Team. As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, Mrs Bennett delivered
assemblies highlighting how to maintain good mental health and also signposting where young people can seek
support should they struggle from time to time. The school is supporting the charity YoungMinds this year and
we have asked all students to visit their website. Parents can find further information regarding our
safeguarding policies and procedures, as well as parental online safety guides, on our school website under
Safeguarding Children on the Safeguarding tab. Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Bennett



