
English: Y13 
MAGHULL HIGH SCHOOL – CURRICULUM MAP 

 Lessons Sequence 

TOPIC (S) 
 

Paper 1 Section B 
Recreative writing: 

The Kite Runner 
 

Week 1: Society. Students will: understand the concept of society in 
relation to the individual, context, culture, family, community, power and 
place; be able to talk about how the concept of society can be explored 
by authors in fiction. 
Week 2: Beginning re-creative writing and commentary. Students 
will: begin experimenting with re-creative writing; begin reflecting on 
stylistic insights made available through re-creative writing. 
Week 3: Character studies. Students will: understand the ways in which 
characters are presented and developed through the process of 
characterisation; develop their knowledge of key characters within ‘The 
Kite Runner’. 
Week 4: Re-creative writing and characterisation. Students will: 
further enhance their understanding of processes of characterisation; 
their skills in re-creative writing about and in the voices of particular 
characters; develop skills in comparative stylistic commentary on 
recreative interventions 
Week 5: Tellings and tellability.  Students will: understand how themes 
are developed in ‘The Kite Runner’; investigate the nature and 
functioning of motifs; explore the effects of different ways of structuring 
narrative telling in terms of the duration and ordering of events. 

Week 6: Re-creative writing and narrative. Students will: further 
understand how themes are developed in single episodes within a text; 
further investigate how motifs are made interpretatively significant in 
single episodes within a text; re-creatively embellish or extend scenes 
and events; critically comment on the effects of the embellishment or 
extension. 
Week 7: Re-creative writing and discourse. Students will: develop 
understanding of the conventions of different genres and discourse types; 
consider how stylistic choices are tailored to audiences. 
Week 8: Expanding commentaries. Students will: comparatively 
analyse original and re-cast texts; engage with relationships between 
stylistic choices and interpretative effects; practise selecting key points; 
structure comparative analyses into coherent commentary. 
Week 9: Reflective re-creative writing. Students will: bring together and 
enhance the skills they have developed in analytical interpretative 
understanding, recreative writing, and comparative commentary writing. 
 

Knowledge & Skills 
development 

Students learn about the ways in which writers and speakers use language, beginning with a general focus on broad questions such as: 

• How do people interact? 

• How do people claim power and position others in talk? 

• How do people express identity? 

• What communicative strategies do people use when in conflict with others? 

• How do different groups or individuals make themselves heard? 
Drawing both on their everyday experiences of interaction in different modes and on published texts, students learn about how the language choices 
writers make are used to express relationships, drive narrative, and construct views about the nature of different societies. They apply their 
knowledge to the study of texts about individuals in situations of conflict. Students: 

• produce re-creative work that seeks to find an absent or underplayed perspective in the original text 

• write a critical reflection on the processes and outcomes involved in re-creative work 
 
 
 

Methods of language analysis 



In working on this part of the subject content, students will learn about methods of language analysis. They will be required to adopt a close language 
focus, identifying salient features of language used in the respective texts. 
The following list is a guide to the areas of language analysis students are expected to be familiar with: 

• phonetics, phonology and prosodics – for example, how aspects of spoken language are produced and interpreted 

• lexis and semantics – for example, the different connotations of terms of address 

• grammar – for example, how structural features express characters’ attitudes 

• pragmatics – for example, the assumptions made about listeners/readers by the speaker’s/writer’s language choices 

• discourse – for example, the conventions of drama texts. 

 
In this part of the subject content, students explore the ways that writers: 

• present people, their points of view and their relationships with others 

• shape the narrative structure and present events/time/places 

• reveal the speech and thought processes of the characters and narrator(s) 

• use situations of conflict to express ideas about societies and their values. 
 

In addition, students develop the skills to adapt and shape the original material (the base text) to respond to different re-creative tasks. These skills 
include awareness of: 

• the nature of monologue and dialogue 

• how changing point of view, genre, context, purpose, audience or mode can re-shape meanings 

• how undeveloped aspects of the narrative and characterisation might be developed further 

• the importance of specific moments in time or descriptions of place. 

Re-creative work seeks to find absent or underplayed perspectives in the base text – for example, the voice of a marginal character, or how an event 
might have been reported to a different audience – and create a new text in order to enrich the critical reading of the original. 
 

Critical commentary 

Students learn how to write a critical commentary to evaluate their writing. They explain their own language choices and analyse their intentions in 
reshaping the writer’s original material. 
Students develop the skills to explain the what, the how and the why of the construction of the new text, focusing on the critical decisions made to 
achieve it and the adaptation of the base text. The aim is to demonstrate conceptual understanding of the choices made and the effects created, as 
well as demonstrating an understanding of the original text. This might include an exploration of why the original writers made the choices in order to 
present characters, scenes and events and how these had to be adapted for the student’s own text. 



Assessment / 
Feedback 

Opportunities 

Week 3 
Formative assessment:  
Students should choose a 
minor character and creatively 
flesh out that character. They 
should insert into the narrative 
an episode in which they play a 
key role, re-creatively writing it 
to portray this character’s 
attitude, speech, etc 
 

Week 5 
Summative Assessment: full 
examination style response  

Week 7 
Checkpoint assessment:  
Students to convert an 
episode from the text it 
into an entirely different 
genre (for example, into a 
horror, a biography, or a 
work of detective novel). 
Provide a commentary of 
how you would change 
the original text to make 
it fit the conventions of 
the new genre 

Week 9 
Summative assessment: 
full examination style response 
 

Cultural Capital 
/SMSC / Promoting 

British Values 
(Democracy, Liberty, 

Rule of Law, 
Tolerance & 

Respect) 

• Character education: analysing emotions and guilt; character growth; nature of conflict; empathy for characters experiencing hardships; 
empathy with characters’ memories; concern about characters’ safety; content develops resilience and confidence to; develops ability to 
remain motivated by long-term goals; to see a link between effort in the present and pay off in the longer term; overcoming and persevering 
through, and learning from setbacks when encountered 

• Cultural capital: physical features of Kabul under Taliban rule; Afghanistan traditions; treatment of women; war; Afghan hospitality amidst war; 
ethnic cleansing; juxtaposition of political situation in Canada and Afghanistan; role of religion and tradition; broad and deep understanding of 
global perspectives 

• During this unit pupils will acquire social confidence and the ability to make points or arguments clearly and constructively, listen attentively to 
the views of others. 

 

Reading 
opportunities 

Reading/Wider Reading: 
Context 
https://www.khaledhosseinifoundation.org/ 
 
Linguistic reading 

• Giovanelli, M., Macrae, A., Titjen, F., and Cushing, I. (2015) A/AS level English Language and Literature for AQA, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

• Ahmed, F., Giovanelli, M., Mansworth, M., and Titjen, F. (2020) Teaching English Language and Literature 16-19, London: Routledge. 

• Carter, R., and Stockwell, P. (eds) (2008) The Language and Literature Reader, London: Routledge.  

• Giovanelli, M., and Mason, J. (2018) The Language of Literature: An Introduction to Stylistics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Gregoriou, C. (2012) English Literary Stylistics, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

• Jeffries, L. (2010) Critical Stylistics: The Power of English, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

• Jeffries, L., and McIntyre, D. (2010) Stylistics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Leech, G., and Short, M. (2007) Style in Fiction: A Linguistic Introduction to English Fictional Prose, 2nd edn, London: Longman.  



• McIntyre, D., and Busse, B. (eds) (2010) Language and Style, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

• Short, M. (1996) Exploring the Language of Poems, Plays and Prose, London: Longman.  

• Simpson, P. (2014) Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students, 2nd edn., London: Routledge. 

• Stockwell, P. and Whiteley, S. (eds) (2014) The Cambridge Handbook of Stylistics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Toolan, M. (1996) Language in Literature: An Introduction to Stylistics, London: Routledge. 

• Beers, G K, and Probst, R E, Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading (Heinemann, 2012) 

• Hughes, Diana L, McGillivray, LaRae, and Schmidek, Mark, Guide to Narrative Language: Procedures for Assessment (Thinking 
Publications, 1997) 

• Goddard, A Telling it like it is – Problems of representing and analysing real speech, emagazine 57 September 2012 (English and Media 
Centre) 

• Leecg G, Deuchar, M and Hoogenraad, R English Grammar for Today (Palgrave, 2005) 
 
Reading for Pleasure 

A Thousand Splendid Suns, by Khaled Hosseini 

And The Mountains Echoed, by Khaled Hosseini 

The Pearl That Broke Its Shell, by Nadia Hashimi 

The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood 

Lord of the Flies, by William Golding 

Shantaram, by Gregory David Roberts 

The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho 

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak 

Memoirs of a Geisha, by Arthur Golden 

One Hundred Years of Solitude, by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

 
Key vocabulary proper nouns 

concrete nouns 
abstract nouns 
collective nouns 
modal auxiliaries 
infinitive 
stative verbs 
dynamic verbs 
present participle 

superlative adjectives 
adverbs of time 
adverbs of place  
adverbs of manner 
adverbs of frequency 
adverb of degree 
first person 
second person third person 
homodiegetic narration 

internal monologue  
tellability 
deixis 
noun phrase 
adjective phrase 
semantic field 
metaphor  
simile  
motif 



past participle 
qualitative adjectives 
evaluative adjectives 
comparative adjectives  

heterodiegetic narration 
retrospective narration 
dialogue 
reporting clause 

hyperbole 
rhetorical question 
personification 
 

Digital Literacy Open Book (BBC Radio 4) – https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qp6p  
Programme looking at new fiction and non-fiction books, talking to authors and publishers and unearthing lost classics.  
 
The Culture Show (BBC 2) - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t6c5  
The best of the week's arts and culture news, covering books, art, film, architecture and more. 
 
Peripeteia - https://peripeteia.webs.com/  
A site for students studying English at 'A' Level/University. Discussion Forums and unique online Seminars to build confidence, creativity, and 
individual analytical style.  
 
English Review Magazine – https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/english/products/16- 18/the-english-review-magazine-volume-30,-
2019-20 
English Review Magazine includes in-depth analysis of key texts, contextual background, and articles designed to focus students' exam skills, 
including tackling unseen extracts. You will need to subscribe to this magazine to get access to the articles.  
 
British Library: Discovering Literature - https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature  
Follow up on your own literary interests, by browsing the overwhelming resources that this site has to offer, from original manuscripts that you 
can view online to thought-provoking academic articles. 

Cross-Curricular 
Links 

•  History 

• Geography 

• Philosophy and Ethics 

Essay and research based subjects 

Careers Gatsby Benchmark 4: Linking curriculum learning to careers 

• English skills improve employee agility 

• English is beneficial for any job that involves communication, writing and / or literary knowledge. These include: advertising and marketing, 
writing and journalism, law, consultancy, business, teaching, performing arts, academia, government, linguistics, foreign languages, media 
and design.  

• Careers in the sciences, engineering, technology and maths also need English. Writing proposals, academic papers, articles and 
communicating with others is key to getting funding for projects and reaching people. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t6c5
https://peripeteia.webs.com/
https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/5/Advertising-Marketing-Public-Relations
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/33/Publishing-Media
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/29/Law
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/7/Consultancy
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/8/Education-Teaching
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/37/Performing-Arts
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/36/Public-Sector-Government

