
History-Year 7 MAGHULL HIGH SCHOOL – CURRICULUM MAP

November-December Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7 

TOPIC (S)

How did castle design change 

between 1066 and 1350?

What was life like for a medieval 

peasant?

Title:

Why did the Normans 

build Motte and Bailey 

Castles?

Title:

Why did the shape of 

castles change over time?

Title:

What was is it like to 

work in a Norman 

castle?

Title:

What rights did a 

medieval peasant have?

Title:

How did medieval town life 

differ from village life?

Title:

What was the Black Death 

and why did it spread so 

quickly in medieval towns?

Title:

Knowledge Test 

Knowledge & Skills development  Identification of the problems associated with invading a country 

 Identification of the key features of a Motte and Bailey castle

 Identification and explanation of how, why and when castles changed shape during the medieval period

 Identification of features of medieval life for the peasant population

 Similarities and differences between village and town life in the medieval period.

 Explanation of why the Black Death spread so quickly and differences between Pneumonic and Bubonic Plagues.

Assessment / Feedback 

Opportunities

Formative Assessment 

Range of self and peer assessment (see full scheme)

Summative Assessment 

Knowledge test (lesson 7) 

Cultural Capital  Career opportunities in heritage with particular focus on castles 

 Putting local castles (north Wales) into a historical context  for students who may have visited them or may visit them in the future

SMSC / Promoting British Values

(Democracy, Liberty, Rule of Law, 

Tolerance & Respect)

 Discussion of valid levels of protest and resistance with reference to modern-day conflict. 

 Focus on Norman law and how it was made and applied. 

 To compare and contrast the rights enjoyed today and in the medieval period

Reading opportunities  Textbook-‘Invasion, Plague and Murder’ 

 Application of descriptions to key words and on to diagrams (castles exercise)

Key Vocabulary

Conquer           Feudal System         Domesday Book          Resistance           Rebellion         Revolt           Motte and Bailey        Keep     Concentric Walls

Curtain walls            Feudal Burden      Holy Days       Bear Baiting      Cock fighting    Peasant      Freeman      Charter

Digital Literacy  Homework on Firefly VLE

Careers  Heritage preservation

 How historical understanding what caused diseases in the past is important to job roles today (e.g. town planner, epidemiologist). 

 Careers Homework task on job roles in historic castles/proporites (Firefly).  



History-Year 7 MAGHULL HIGH SCHOOL – CURRICULUM MAP

December Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3

TOPIC (S)

Medieval  Monarchs and their 

problems. 

Title:

How did William 

respond to Saxon 

revolts?

Title:

How did Henry II cope 

with a ‘turbulent 

priest’?

Title:

Why did King John agree 

to Magna Carta?

Knowledge & Skills 

development

 Continuity and Change; understanding how and why the seat of power in England changed in the medieval period and how far the monarch retained power. 

 Chronological understanding of major developments in the power of the Medieval monarchy

 Cause and Consequence; how and why revolts occurred in the Medieval period and what changes occurred as a result

Assessment / Feedback 

Opportunities

Formative Assessment 

Range of self and peer assessment (see full scheme)

Summative Assessment 

Extended writing piece- ‘Explain why the peasants revolted in 1381’

Cultural Capital  Mediation and management. What skills were essential in ruling medieval Britain?

 What life lessons can be learnt from the methods used by monarchs in the Middle Ages?

 Differing views of monarchs in the home nations. E.g Why is Edward I unpopular in Scotland?

 How are monarchs represented in films/popular media and how accurate are such portrayals?

SMSC / Promoting British 

Values

(Democracy, Liberty, Rule of 

Law, Tolerance & Respect)

 The legitimacy of the monarch to make law

 The significance of Magna Carta for individual rights and liberties in modern Britain.

 The power of the monarch over time

 The emergence and increasing power of Parliament

Reading opportunities  Textbook- ‘Invasion, Plague and Murder’

Key Vocabulary General- Turbulent        Archbishop of Canterbury 

Historical- Revolt      Rebellion      Harrying of the North      Magna Carta      Parliament     

Digital Literacy Homework set on VLE 

Careers Discussion on historical dramas/re-enactment (Lesson 2).    


