
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Firstly, our guests attended a special plaque unveiling     
ceremony in the Howe Theatre, where speeches were 
given by Mr Geoff Howe, our long-standing Chair of   
Governors, our Headteacher and the Lord Lieutenant.  
They were then able to enjoy a tour of the building and 
speak to staff and students about their experience of the 
build process. It was delightful to see so many ex-staff,         
students and governors in attendance, as well as many 
representatives from the DfE and Wates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Senior Prefect Team presented our VIP guests with a 
beautiful framed image of our new building, designed by 
Anfi Crompton from year eight.  They were then asked to 
sign our visitors’ book to leave a memento of the day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the afternoon of the same day, Maghull High opened 
its doors to the community to allow neighbours, local 
businesses, ex-students and prospective students to have 
a look around.  Miss Cordingley worked with students 
from year seven and eight to cater for this event. What a 
wonderful day for our school!  Thank you to all involved. 
 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.  

What a uniquely challenging year it has been.  A 
new school has appeared before our very eyes.  Our 
staff and students have taken it in their stride whilst 
continuing to focus on learning and progress, as 
well as the wealth of other opportunities provided, 
some of which you can read about in this issue.  We 
hope you all have a wonderful, restful summer and 
look forward to seeing you for an exciting new year 
in September. 

Official Opening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 2 July was an exciting day in the history of 
Maghull High School, as it marked the official    
opening of our new main school building.  Just over 
eighteen months ago, the first contractors from 
Wates arrived on site to take initial measurements. 
The work carried out since then has resulted in the 
amazing new building that stands before us today.  
Our Headteacher, Ms Davina Aspinall said on the 
day, “It was wonderful to welcome Her Majesty’s 
Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside to officially open our 
beautiful new main school building. Our honoured 
guests included the High Sherriff of Merseyside and 
Mrs Steer, The Mayor of Sefton and her consort and 
the Mayor of Maghull. It was lovely to celebrate the 
opening with so many present and past staff and 
students. Our students were an absolute credit to 
the school and we are all incredibly proud of them. 
This wonderful new school building will uplift the 
educational experience for all staff and students; it 
is what they so richly deserve.”   



 

Michael Jones Year 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Jones from year 9 recently had the chance 
to travel to Belfast with his football team, Bootle 
Bucks Inclusion FC.  Michael only joined the team in 
September 2018 , trains every week and likes to play 
left wing or in goal.  The team were placed third 
overall in the tournament and there were some very 
dramatic moments including five goals scored by  
Michael and a penalty shoot out.  The team also got 
to do some sightseeing.  Michael says that since   
joining the team, not only has his friendship circle 
increased and his skills improved but his confidence 
has grown too.  Well done Michael! 

Former Student Success 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Huge congratulations go out to Alex Clare who left 
Maghull High School in 2014 after completing A Levels 
with us.  Alex went on to study for five years at 
Nottingham University and recently gained a first class 
degree with honours in Veterinary Medicine.  Alex has  
returned to the North-West and is about to start his 
first job.  He came to have a look at our new building 
last week and has promised to come back to speak to 
our students about careers in veterinary science. 

Dates for the diary 

Wednesday, 4 September - INSET day 
Thursday, 5 September - Term starts 
Thursday, 12 September -  Presentation Evening 
Wednesday, 18 September - Open Evening  
Saturday, 5 October - Open Morning 
Wednesday, 16 October - Year 11 Parents ’ Evening 
Friday, 25 October - INSET day 

Sports News 
We saw a wide range of successes on the sports field 
this year.  The First XI football team reached the 
Sefton Cup Final.  The Yr9 and Yr10 football teams 
reached the last 32 of the ESFA National Cup and 
there were some excellent individual performances 
at the Sefton Athletics Championships with many            
students winning their events. The Yr7 girls team won 
their age group and overall our boys team finished 
3rd and our girls team 2nd. As well as this, the Yr7 
and Yr8 rounders teams won their Sefton Rounders 
Cup Competitions.  Two days of athletics finally saw 
Unsworth come out triumphant by winning Sports 
Day.  The final positions are: 
1st UNSWORTH (257 points) 
2nd CLENT (232 points) 
3rd MOLYNEUX ( 218 points) 
4th SEEL (202 points) 

Chinese Exchange 
 
Maghull High once again welcomed staff and students 
from our twin school in China, Minggang High School. 
Nine students and three staff made the long trip,     
arriving on a sunny July Tuesday. During the four days 
spent with us, the students visited St Thomas's School 
in Lydiate, Edge Hill University, Antony Gormley's    
Another Place and Anfield Stadium, as well as     
attending lessons in subjects as diverse as Spanish, Art 
and Food Technology (making the most of our          
fabulous facilities to produce a mound of cookies!). A 
very tired Mr Hurst and Mrs Wallace waved them off 
on the Friday to continue with their tour of the UK, 
including Stratford upon Avon and Cambridge. The 
staff and students sent their regards when they arrived 
back in China and hope to see us again in the next year 
or so. 
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Spanish Trip to Barcelona 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A group of forty one students from year seven to 
year eleven  jetted off to spend a week in sunny 
Spain last week.  Some year eleven girls who came 
on the trip when they were in year nine loved it so 
much they wanted to do it again to celebrate the 
end of their GCSEs.  Using the little seaside town of 
Vilanova as a base, the group explored the town and 
surrounding area.  They visited Barcelona where 
they saw Gaudi’s famously unfinished Sagrada      
Familia Cathedral as well as Camp Nou, the home of 
F.C.  Barcelona.  They also visited the theme park 
Portaventura and spent a thrilling day riding the 
rollercoasters and experiencing all of the attractions 
on offer.  A great time was had by all and it was of 
course a great opportunity to put their spoken  
Spanish into action!  The staff in the local shop said 
that our students had lovely manners when trying to 
use their Spanish; they were all the most wonderful             
ambassadors for the school. Thank you to our Head 
of Spanish, Mrs Velasco for once again organising 
the trip and to the accompanying staff for giving up 
their time at what is a very hectic time of year. 

Duke of Edinburgh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following two Duke of Edinburgh trips, it is time to 
pack away the tents and the rucksacks after another 
very successful expedition season.  The bronze award 
was introduced this year into the school's year nine          
enrichment curriculum, which meant that 95 students 
experienced the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions at the 
end of the summer term this year.  On one very hot 
and sunny week and one very wet and windy week, 
the groups walked around Beacon Fell Country Park 
near Preston and camped overnight at Waddecar 
Scout Camp.  All students and staff appeared to enjoy    
themselves, even Miss Cordingley who was still smiling 
after falling knee deep into a muddy bog! If the         
students want to complete the award, one assessed 
expedition will need to be completed next year     
alongside their physical skills and volunteering         
sections.  Well done to all students involved and thank 
you to the staff who supported this worthwhile         
activity!  

Pleasure Beach Rewards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The pastoral team took nearly three hundred of our  
students to Blackpool Pleasure Beach last week. It’s 
fair to say a fantastic day was had by all. 

Year 6 Induction Day 

We were very excited and pleased to welcome our 
new year 7 intake to school for their transition day on 
27 June.  Everyone arrived safely by car, foot and 
school bus and spent the day in a flurry of activities; 
we had uniforms from over forty different primary 
schools!  They had the chance to try taster lessons in a 
variety of subjects, have a tour of the school, meet 
their new tutor group, try out the food and participate 
in some lunch time clubs. Thank you to all staff and 
our student ambassadors for making the day such a 
great success.  The feedback from parents who attend-
ed in the evening was that their children had an amaz-
ing day and are now really looking forward to starting 
with us in September.  Some of the students took the      
opportunity to come back again on our recent Open 
Morning and many of them are planning to attend our 
annual summer school, which promises to be fun. 



 

Visiting Artist 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 2 July two groups of year seven students 
had the honour of working with Phil Disley, an award 
winning illustrator. Disley first entered the market-
place with The London Evening Standard. His         
illustrations still regularly appear in The Spectator 
and his longest standing column ‘Wry Society ’ for 
The Financial Times, he still illustrates to this day. He 
has won numerous design and editorial awards and 
has drawn, taught and lectured at a variety of        
institutions and events. Our year seven students   
created several drawings based on facial expressions 
and the body with Disley. The students loved having 
the chance to work with him and discuss future     
careers in art and design.  

Oracy Presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of ongoing work on improving students’ oracy 
and discussion techniques, Mrs Brogden has been  
working with three students to create a presentation 
focusing on their 'most inspirational person'.  Daniel 
Foster (year 7), Shay Brown (year 8) and Jack Duff (year 
9) visited Aintree Davenhill and Northway Primary 
School to present to the year 5 and 6 students 
about who their most inspirational person was and 
why.  The students chose to talk about Robert Downey 
Jnr, as they were inspired by his resilience after        
overcoming difficult periods in his life but still              
persevering to succeed.  The reception from the primary 
school students and staff was extremely positive with us 
spending extra time in both schools answering         
questions confidently and professionally.  We are all  
extremely proud of the effort and commitment put in to 
create the presentations, but most of all, we are proud 
of the confidence and maturity of all three students in 
presenting in the primary schools and answering the 
children's questions afterwards.  Well done boys!  

Wally Cain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The MHS Dance Company took part in the annual Wally 
Cain Dance Festival held at Southport Theatre.  The   
festival was set up by the late Wally Cain who was a PE 
teacher in Sefton who had a real passion for dance.  The 
festival brings together a wide range of primary and  
secondary schools across Sefton, with this year's theme 
being 'colour'.  Mrs Brogden created a piece based on 
the different colours in sign language.  Organisers of the 
event were very impressed with our students’            
performance and commented on the dancers’            
professionalism both on stage and off.  The MHS Dance 
Company comprises students across year 7-10 who have 
a particular talent and technical ability in dance.         
Auditions to join the company start in September.  

Geography Trips 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Geography fieldwork trips have taken place over the 
past few weeks. Year nine visited Malham to       
complete a river field study; Year ten studied the  
impact of tourism in Bowness on Windermere and it 
was great to have Sixth Form  volunteering to help 
on the day.  Year twelve geographers went to the 
sand dunes, Edge Hill University and various sites in 
Liverpool to carry out pilot surveys in preparation for 
their independent A Level investigations. All students 
worked hard, really enjoyed themselves and were all 
excellent ambassadors for our school.  


