
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Just Dance! 

It's that time of year again where we see our Arts   
Theatre transformed for the annual dance show, aptly 
titled 'Just Dance!'.  From beginning to its literally   
explosive end, the cast of nearly one hundred dancers 
from year 7 right up to year 13 entertained packed 
audiences with dances of all kinds.  This year’s        
performers demonstrated not only skill and            
dedication, but most importantly an obvious love of 
what they were achieving.  Whilst it is hard to pick out 
any performance individually, special credit must go 
to our new intake of year 7 dancers, who performed 
in a variety of solo and group numbers which were 
choreographed by the students themselves.  Ella 
Craddock, Emily Garside and Melissa McVey were just 
a few who proved beyond doubt that the younger 
students could hold their own in front of capacity   
audiences over the three nights.  Special mention 
must also go to the partner primary schools who     
performed, including Summerhill, Aintree Davenhill 
and Green Park.  Melling Primary gave a stunning  
performance to a popular Ariana Grande track, with 
the support of our own A Level dancers as               
choreographers.  It would be fair to say that 'Just 
Dance!' delivered exactly what was promised and  
provided an excellent week of entertainment for 
all.   A special thank you to Mrs Brogden, Mrs Lindley 
and the technical team for making it all possible. 

Hello and welcome to the second issue of this year’s 

Maghull High School News.  This term has been a long 
and  busy one, with many open events and parents’  
evenings, as well as music and dance shows.  Season’s 
greetings to you all; have a restful break.  We look     
forward to seeing you on Monday, 8 January 2018. 

Unplugged 

Our annual Unplugged concert took place recently to a 
packed audience in the school’s Arts Theatre. Over  
thirty  performers from Year 7 to Year 13 took part in a 
night of high-quality musical entertainment, including 
performances from the school’s string and jazz  
ensembles, junior and senior vocal groups. There was 
also a staff tribute to George Michael, as well as  
numerous vocal soloists from all year groups. The  
evening was expertly supported by a group of the year 
10 and 11 GCSE drama students who, under the  
watchful eye of the school’s performing arts technician, 
Alan McManus, provided all of the lighting and sound 
for the concert. Particular mention must go to year  
seven students Charleigh Tartt, Imogen Mannion, Emily 
Stock and Milly Crist for solo performances in their first 
school event and also to Lucy Edwards from year 7 for 
ably accompanying a performance on piano, as well as 
taking part in pieces on violin, clarinet and vocals. The 
concert drew to a close with students and staff joining 
together for a rousing rendition of George Michael’s 
Freedom, a fitting end to a wonderful night of quality 
entertainment.  Thank you to all students and staff    
involved who worked so hard to make this another   
Maghull High success. 



 

Ben Morris 

We were delighted to hear recently that ex-student 
Ben Morris had been selected for the twenty four 
man squad for Wales to play in the Rugby League 
2017 World Cup.  Ben, who is just twenty years old, 
is signed to St Helens but currently on loan to       
Oldham.  When he emailed us recently from        
Australia, he told us about the team’s games against 
Papua New Guinea and Fiji, which unfortunately 
were defeats. Although Wales were also defeated by   
Ireland in their final game, Ben managed to score a 
try just after half-time.   
Ben has come a long way since his days with      
Blackbrook, an amateur club in the St Helens area.  
We wish him lots of luck in his continuing career. 

Christmas Charity 
Maghull High School Sixth Formers have been taking 
part again this year in a Reverse Christmas Advent.  
Aimee King from year twelve explains a little bit more: 
‘A reverse advent is where rather than opening a door 
to receive a Christmas gift, you open a door to helping 
the less fortunate by donating gifts instead.  This year, 
we are aiming to help the Netherton Food Bank.  I   
decided it would be a good idea to ask my dad, Tony 
King, for ‘a few’ of the things which he supplies at his 
factory.  My dad is one of the bosses of the production 
lines at Aimia Foods, which is a supplier based in 
Haydock who sell products such as hot chocolate, 
coffee and tea.  Over the weekend, my dad said he had 
a surprise for me in his car.  I expected it to be some-
thing to do with Christmas but in fact, it was a boot full 
of products.  There were multiple boxes of tea, coffee, 
hot chocolate and milkshakes, all for the Netherton 
Food Bank’.  We can’t thank Mr King and his company 
enough for their generosity and thank you to Aimee 
for asking! 
As well as this, the rest of the school have raised a   
further one hundred and fifty pounds to buy additional 
items for the foodbank after paying a pound to wear 
Christmas jumpers on December 14.  Special thanks go 
to Miss Cordingley for coordinating this effort. 

Dates for the diary 
 
Monday, 8 January - return after Christmas 
Wednesday, 10 January - Year 7 Parents’ Evening  
Wednesday, 24 January - Sixth Form Open Evening  
Wednesday, 7 February - Year 11 ‘RAP’ Parents’ Evening 
Friday, 9 February - Break for half term 

Book Fair 
November saw the arrival of our annual Book Fair, organised by our Librarian Mrs Christian.  The fair ran for a 
full week and was well supported by both staff and pupils.  Students had the opportunity to win book tokens 
and prizes and by the end of the week, the school had earned several hundred pounds worth of free books for 
our library.  It was an amazing team effort.  Special thank you to Mrs Christian and the staff and students who 
worked with her to make this year’s fair such a success.  Can we take this opportunity to remind all students to 
keep up their reading over the Christmas holidays; we’re sure Father Christmas will bring you lots of new books! 

Christmas Assemblies 
Congratulations to Ms Guy and her technical team for once again producing a wonderful Christmas assembly 
which has been shared with the whole school this week.  An amazing cast of year seven students delivered two 
very poignant pieces, reminding us of the true meaning of Christmas.  Stunning vocal performances came from 
Emily Alcock in year 9 and Rebecca Ingham in year 13 and we had the chance to once again enjoy a beautiful A 
level dance performance from our dance show.  One of the highlights of the assemblies was the Christmas Spirit 
present, given to a student from each year group who embodies the qualities of positivity and kindness. 
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Congratulations to Sadie Carney from year 10 
who has had her poem ‘Enjoy’ chosen for       
publication in the Teen Poets 2017 Voices of 
Youth book.  Not only is Sadie a published poet 
but she is also a great support to other students 
in the school through the Phoenix Centre. 
 

Transition 

 
A wealth of activities have taken place this half term with pupils 
from many of our wonderful partner primary schools.  Pupils from 
years 3, 4 and 5 at St Andrew’s and year 6 at Longmoor have taken 
part in science workshops here on electricity, light and micro-
organisms.  A big thank you goes out to Miss Perry and the science 
team who made it so enjoyable for all involved.  Students at St   
Andrew’s and Rice Lane have been learning Spanish in their 
schools with our very own Señora Velasco.  Mrs Wallis and her   
student council team have delivered numerous workshops across 
our partner primaries on financial literacy and developing            
enterprise skills.  The focus of our transition work next term will be 
Fairtrade and online safety. 

Art Updates 
 

The work of thirty five students from years seven to nine 
was selected to enter the Maghull and Lydiate Art Group 
Competition. Winners and highly commended artwork was 
put on display in November at Lydiate Village Centre.     
Charleigh Tartt (Year 7) and Leanne Graham (Year 8) both 
came second and were each awarded a cash prize.  Well 
done to all students who entered work to the competition 
and particular congratulations to Charleigh and Leanne.  As 
well as this, a small group of Year 7-9 students entered a  
national competition run by Hays Education to design  
Christmas cards. The students had a lot of fun getting in to 
the festive spirit, and created some very successful card   
designs.  We are very proud to say that Lucy Standing from 
Year 8 was the North West Secondary winner.  Well done  
Lucy!  You can admire her design opposite.  Finally, sixth  
formers in the art department had the great privilege of 
working with world renowned artist Ian Murphy recently. 
Ian visited the art department to show the students his 
work, discuss his career and then deliver a drawing        
workshop in which all students produced large mixed media 
drawings. It was a very productive day, thank you to all     
involved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 



 

BT Work Bootcamp 

Thirty year ten students spent a great day at the BT 
offices in Warrington recently.  The workshop was run 
by MyKindaCrowd to help students develop skills to  
enable them to make the right career choice.             
Students spent the day in groups, working on a carousel 
of activities, guided by BT mentors.  The last activity  
required them to take part in a one to one interview.  A 
member of the BT team had the following feedback for 
us: ’ I would like to take some time to thank all of the 
fantastic students who attended; they were filled with 
wonderful ideas and so much enthusiasm.  They were 
all incredibly polite and very charismatic’.  Thank you 
year ten for being such outstanding ambassadors for 
our school.  

Sixth Form 
Careers education continues into the sixth form and our 
students have taken part in several events of late.  At 
least fifty percent of our current year twelve students 
have been on taster days at Edgehill University since 
September, on courses ranging from criminology to  
politics and geography. Twelve students from across 
sixth form attended an interactive Health Skills event in 
Liverpool in November where over thirty careers from 
the NHS were represented.  It was a very informative 
and hands-on event.  As well as this, fifteen further   
students attended two fabulous STEM engineering 
workshops at Anfield and the Halliwell Jones stadium in 
Warrington.  They had the opportunity throughout the 
day to learn more about engineering opportunities 
available to them in the region.  More recently, the 
whole of year twelve enjoyed a performance by the 
Open The Door theatre in education company, who 
performed a play sponsored by the Liverpool              
Apprenticeship Hub all about higher level                    
apprenticeships.  Further careers advice is available at 
any time from Mrs Wallis. 

Careers Education 

Manchester University 

Fifteen year ten students were invited to the school 
of Mechanical, Aerospace and Civil Engineering at 
the University of Manchester, to attend a lecture           
delivered by Dr Iain Dupere all about how so many 
inventions and structures and ways of life depend 
on engineering.  As well as that, students had a 
practical session and made boomerangs out of    
balsa wood, learning about forces and how          
gyroscopes work. The students were a credit to the 
school and Iain and his staff said they were a    
pleasure to be with.  

Business Breakfasts 
Year 10 students also recently had the opportunity 
to meet business men and women at the network  
breakfast during Global Enterprise Week.  They 
were able to ask our guests about how they got on 
at school, what they studied at college and          
university and how much they earn.  They learned 
lots about the jobs that they currently do.  Thank 
you to our guests from across the northwest for 
making this event such a success. 

HMRC 

Fifteen year ten students have also been taking part 
in our six week Learn to Earn course which is run by   
mentors from HMRC.  The culmination of the 
course was a celebration lunch at Nandos.  The next 
cohort of students are looking forward to starting 
their course in January.  Thank you to all at HMRC 
who make our students so welcome. 


