
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Science and Technology 
 

Science Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science Club has continued to be a success throughout 
the whole of this term, with a whole host of exciting     
activities taking place, led by Mrs Smith-Bunday and her 
team.  In a recent session, students built their very own 
boats, thinking about the materials being used and       
opportunities that marine engineers have at the docks 
when building boats. Club members then raced the boats 
and propelled them using soap.  Other activities have   
included making lip scrub and stress balls.  Anyone is   
welcome to join next term. 
 

Liverpool University Life Sciences Talk 
We were fortunate to have Natalie Koch, a PhD student 
from the University of Liverpool, come to talk to our year 
ten students recently about careers in science.  Natalie 
took students through her pathway from high school to 
degree, masters and now PhD and demonstrated how 
many potential careers in science there actually are.  It 
gave food for thought to many of our students as they 
move through year ten and beyond.  
 

Longmoor Primary School Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over sixty pupils from Longmoor Primary School’s year six 
spent an afternoon in December in our new science labs 
with Mrs Reynolds, Mrs Smith-Bunday and our technical 
support team.  They were carrying out microbiology  
experiments using agar plates. 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.  

As we head towards the Christmas break, we bring 
you news of what has been going on since issue one.  
After our Christmas assemblies this week, we are all 
feeling festive but looking forward to the new year.  
Students should take the opportunity to reflect on 
what they have achieved in this first term and what 
they need to focus their efforts on from next term.  
They  return on Tuesday 7 January.  Merry Christmas 
to you all from everyone at Maghull High School.  

Spotlight on Mr Geoff Howe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have been Chair of Governors at Maghull High 
School for more than twenty years and have a 
wealth of experience in education, teaching in      
Liverpool for many years and working as a primary 
school headteacher in two schools before my       
retirement. In addition, my own children and    
grandchildren attended Maghull High School. 
I have been resident in Maghull since 1977 and was 
a councillor for many years, serving as Mayor of 
Maghull twice. During my time as a councillor, I   
represented Sefton Council on the Merseyside     
Police Authority, sitting as Chair of the Professional 
Standards Committee. 
I know I speak on behalf of all of the governors when 
I express our commitment to ensuring the continued 
success of Maghull High School in providing the best 
educational experience possible for our pupils. 
Thank you Mr Howe for your long standing and   
continued commitment and service to the school 
staff and students; it is very much appreciated. 



 

English Extra-Curricular Updates 
 

Creative Writing Competition 
 

Students from year seven to ten were recently given 
the opportunity to enter the English Department's 
Christmas Writing Competition. Fifty five entries were 
received and the quality of writing was excellent. The 
department found it very tough to select finalists and 
winners in each year group. The winning pieces were 
selected as they were beautifully written and really 
captured the true spirit of Christmas. The winners 
were Sophie Foden (Year 10), Grace Sheridan (Year 8) 
and Abigail Hanton (Year 7). We also chose eight     
additional finalists, all of whom were rewarded with 
hot chocolate with the Headteacher. 
 

Poetry Live 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students from Key Stage 4 attended Poetry Live at the 
Manchester Palace Theatre in early December.  They 
had the chance to meet some of literature’s greatest 
poets including Poet Laureate, Simon Armitage, and   
listen to poets read their work aloud. Poets on the 
day included Carol Ann Duffy, Gillian Clarke, Owen 
Sheers and John Agard. On top of this, students also 
engaged in a session focusing on unseen poetry 
which was led by senior AQA examiners. This was a 
great opportunity for students to bring their study of 
Power and Conflict poetry to life.  Thank you to staff 
who accompanied this trip. 
 

Sixth Form Frankenstein Trip 
 

Sixth Form A Level English students enjoyed a trip to 
Liverpool’s Playhouse Theatre to watch a live         
performance of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. Rona 
Munro’s adaptation of Mary Shelley’s Gothic master-
piece placed the writer herself amongst the action as 
she wrestled with her creation and with the stark   
realities facing revolutionary young women, then and 
now.  It was a truly spectacular performance which 
helped to cement students’ understanding of one of 
their key A Level texts. 
 

Careers Education 
 

Careers Assemblies 
All students have attended an assembly this term to   
remind them of the careers advice and guidance that 
school can offer, but also the research they need to do, 
and the skills they need to develop both in and outside 
of school to help them develop.  Further assemblies will 
take place in March to tie in with National Careers Week. 
 

Year 10 Business Breakfasts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year ten students took part in business breakfasts       
recently, where we welcomed representatives from over 
twenty different local industries to talk about their      
careers.  All of our visitors commended the approach 
and attitude of our students and were impressed with 
the questions they asked.  Year ten students are also in 
the process of receiving workshops delivered by Job  
Centre Plus on how to write a good CV.  
 

Creative Careers 
 

 

Students participated in an excellent workshop at the 
Atkinson's library in Southport exploring career           
possibilities in museums and libraries.  Additionally, 
many of our performing arts students received an       
inspiring presentation from Peter Bennett-Jones the  
producer  behind Mr Bean and the Vicky of Dibley.  Head 
Boy Joshua Garside interviewed our special guest. 
 

Year 8 STEM 
Some budding female year eight engineers spent a day 
at HMS Eaglet earlier this term to learn about careers 
involving science, technology, engineering and maths; 
they took part in discussions with Navy staff and learned 
about possible career pathways.  Thank you to all staff 
who organise and accompany our trips to enrich our  
students’ experience. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AT MAGHULL HIGH SCHOOL 



 

Dance Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For two nights in early December, the Howe Theatre 
came alive as we hosted our annual dance show 
'Spotlight'.  The performance included dancers across 
all year groups with an eclectic mix of class work,   
extra-curricular and student auditioned pieces.     
Barlows and Northway primary schools also joined 
us, bringing their own dance pieces.  One particular 
treat across the two evenings was a performance 
from Summerhill Primary School who were taught a 
dance piece by our talented sixth formers in just 
three hours.  We also welcomed pupils from Lydiate 
Primary School to watch a matinee performance in 
the same week.  Well done to all students who were 
involved and we look forward to forthcoming        
performances in the Howe Theatre in the new year. 

Parkhaven Trust Choir Tour 

 

Our choir tour to the care homes of Parkhaven Trust 
has been joyously received by all the audiences in The 
Willows, the Beech , the Court and James Page House. 
The residents thoroughly enjoyed singing along to old 
favourites.  Thank you to Mr Dutch and students from 
years seven, eight and nine for performing so          
beautifully.  It is wonderful to see younger students 
starting to take centre stage with solos both vocally 
and musically.  

Dates for the diary 

Monday, 6 January - INSET day 3 
Tuesday, 7 January - Students return to school 
Wednesday, 15 January - Sixth Form Open Evening 2 
Wednesday, 29 January - Year 11 Parent Evening 2 
Wednesday, 12 February - Sixth Form Parent Evening 

Children in Need 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were so proud of staff and students raising over 
nine hundred pounds for Children in Need.  It was an 
excellent effort, particularly from year seven students 
in supporting the day by wearing yellow.  We loved 
those onesies! 

Millionaire Readers 
 

Well done to our amazing year seven students Cleo 
Rawlinson, Oscar Shi, Oliver Beaumont and Megan 
Clark who have already read and quizzed one million 
words since September.  We are extremely proud of 
those students who have engaged with the reading 
programme and have secured their place on our 
"Millionaire" Reward Trip.  Our Book Fair in November 
was extremely successful, securing us several hundred 
pounds worth of new books for the library.  We would 
encourage all students to make sure they continue 
reading through the Christmas break; the next round of 
Star Reading assessments for year seven and eight is 
coming up in January and it is World Book Day in 
March. 
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Auschwitz Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two of our year thirteen history students were lucky 
enough recently to travel to Auschwitz through the 
Holocaust Educational Trust.  They travelled to       
Poland, setting out at 5am and returning on the same 
day at 11pm.  They visited the nearby town of 
Oswiecim, where they were shown the before and 
after images of the destruction of Jewish buildings 
and its impact on the town.  They were taken to 
Auschwitz, where they both agreed the stark reality 
of what occurred there was above and beyond what 
they had imagined prior to their visit. Both students 
will carry out follow up work with fellow students in 
school on Holocaust Memorial Day in January. 

Art Updates 
Primary Workshops 
Our students have had the opportunity to help deliver 
clay and collage workshops to students from Lydiate 
Primary School. The students relished the opportunity 
to share their skills with younger pupils and were all 
fantastic ambassadors for our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winning Students 
Huge congratulations to Thomas and Matteya both in 
year seven, who were awarded first place in the 
Maghull & Lydiate Art Group competition, based on the 
theme of extreme weather. Further congratulations go 
to many of our other students who were also highly 
commended.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Literacy Aintree 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Wallis recently delivered financial literacy work-
shops to year five pupils at Longmoor Primary School 
and Aintree Davenhill Primary.  Pupils learned about 
spending and saving and all about the cost of living and 
how to manage money. 

In Other News... 
 

Lydiate Primary 
We wish the pupils, staff and community of Lydiate 
Primary all the best for their return to school after 
the Christmas holidays.  We have enjoyed sharing 
many activities with them while they have been here.  
 

Newcastle University 
Ambassadors from Newcastle University came in          
December to deliver exciting sessions to some of our 
year seven and eight students about what to expect 
at university and the range of subjects available for 
study.  They are booked in for January to speak to 
more students from KS3. 
 

Charity Efforts 
Students in year seven have been donating food and 
toiletries for our school food bank appeal.  A team of 
volunteers went to the Waterloo Food Bank to      
deliver our donations. They are part of a nationwide 
network of food banks, supported by the Trussell 
Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across 
the UK. Thanks to everyone who donated, they are 
now able to provide three days worth of nutritionally 
balanced emergency food and support to local     
people who are referred to them in crisis.  Well done 
everyone who donated.  As well as this, students 
have taken part in a reverse advent calendar,     
bringing items every day to donate to the homeless 
within our city. Students delivered items to The 
Whitechapel Centre in Liverpool this week.   


