
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thirteen million people live below the poverty line in 
the UK, with individuals going hungry every day for a 
range of reasons, from benefit delays to receiving an 
unexpected bill on a low income. 
The Trussell Trust’s 400-strong network of foodbanks 
provides a minimum of three days’ emergency food 
and support to people experiencing crisis in the UK. 
Christmas is one of their busiest times.  With that in 
mind students of Maghull High Sixth Form embarked 
upon a month long reverse advent calendar, the idea 
being that an item of food or toiletries was donated to 
the local foodbank every day. Students signed their 
name next to a date in the December calendar and 
each day made their donation.  
The boxes soon filled up with a huge variety of food 
and toiletries from cereal to nappies. The sixth form 
tutor groups became very competitive with students 
trying to fill their boxes as much as possible. Even the 
staff got involved filling four boxes in the staffroom.  
The items were dropped off and graciously accepted 
at the local Maghull foodbank on the last day of term.  
Thank you to everyone who donated, it was  
incredible to witness people’s generosity and  
kindness to a very worthwhile cause and very much 
appreciated.    

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.   

Unbelievably, we are at the half way point of the year!  
The last half term may have been short but we have 
packed a lot in and hope you enjoy reading about some 
of it.  We wish you all an enjoyable half term holiday and 
look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, 21 February. 

Charitable Action   

 
The Student Council charity group raised £143 for Alder 
Hey with a tuck shop and Christmas Jumper day last 
term.   With the proceeds, Miss Bain from our Phoenix 
Centre was able to buy a wide selection of toys which 
were all wrapped up by staff and students. Two mem-
bers of the group from year seven, Jessica and Jordan 
Maines,  were then lucky enough to deliver the gifts to 
Alder Hey on 19 December.  The hospital staff and pa-
tients were  
extremely thankful and even tweeted the Phoenix 
twitter page later that day.  Well done once again to the 
Student Council charity group.  We are very proud of the 
work that you do and look forward to hearing what you 



 

Epiphany at the Cathedral  

 
Way back in December, Miss Griffiths received an 
unexpected call asking if our fabulous dancers would 
like to perform in the Epiphany service being held at 
the end of January in the Liverpool Anglican  
Cathedral.  Dancers across key stage three and sixth 
form worked hard to create two dance pieces in our 
studio which would transform down the aisles and 
on to the steps in front of the altar.  This was quite a 
challenge as the aisle is nearly one hundred metres 
in length.  The dancers performed beautifully from 
start to finish, with an audience of over one  
thousand primary school children, teachers and  
parents, craning their necks to get a good view as 
the dancers cascaded down the aisles.  It was an 
honour to have the chance to perform at such a 
prestigious venue, and we look forward to  
performing there again in their summer services.  

Healthy Lifestyle 
                                 

Cross Country 
This half term students in key stage three have been 
experiencing cross-country as part of our fitness focus 
in lessons.   This year Mr Solan has introduced a 20km 
challenge for students where they must try to  
complete 20km in distance over their five lessons.  A  
photo board tracks students’ progress over the weeks 
and we already have several students in year seven and 
eight heading for the 20km zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week we took twenty of our strongest cross-
country runners to a Sefton competition at Hall Road, 
Crosby.  Over a hundred students took part in each 
race and our teams did extremely well on a cold but 
beautiful day.   
Here are some of our strongest results: 
Millie Stewart finished 20th in the Year 7 girls’ race 
Josh McLoughlin finished 13th in the Year 7 boys’ race 
Emily Banks finished 33rd in the Year 8 girls’ race.   
Declan O'Connor finished 21st in the Year 8 boys’ race 
Hannah Doyle finished 18th in the Year 9 girls’ race. 
Congratulations to you all and well done to all who 
took part. 
 
To complete a very successful programme of running, 
the PE Department are hosting a race on the last day of 
term for students in years seven, eight and nine.  All 
standards are welcome as the main aim is to encourage 
students to be active and to take part.  A certificate will 
be awarded to all competitors and there will be medals 
awarded to the first three boys and girls in each year 
group.  Perhaps we’ll see some staff joining in? 

Dates for the diary 
Tuesday, 21 February - Term starts for students 
Wednesday, 22 February - Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday, 8 March – Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday, 22 March – Sixth Form Parents’ Evening 

Safeguarding 
 
 
Our key stage three pastoral team have produced a 
very informative advice booklet with information on 
E-safety.  This has been given out at our recent  
parents’ evenings.  To find a copy of this leaflet, 
please log onto our school website where you will 
find a link on the front page. 
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Year 10 Updates 
 
A group of year ten students recently spent a 
highly enjoyable day visiting Edgehill University to 
learn more about their options after A levels.  
They worked in groups looking at different  
subjects and how to work out, based on their 
strengths and interests, the best educational 
route to take.  As well as this, they enjoyed a tour 
of the university and were able to ask the student 
ambassadors there some quite challenging  
questions.  We are delighted to report that our 
students were a credit to the school and we  
received the following feedback from a university 
representative:  ‘ My colleagues who ran the day 
have fed back that your students were extremely 
engaged and that they and our student guides 
thoroughly enjoyed working with them’. 
Well done to all students who attended this trip—
you did us proud. 
 
In further news about year ten, the pastoral team 
are focusing on ensuring that the students in this 
year group utilise the online learning resources 
effectively. They will be holding six sessions in the 
ICT suites during tutor to ensure that all students 
have registered on to the resources available to 
them through Firefly and competitions will be run 
in each tutor group to encourage students to  
utilise it more often.  The importance of making 
the most of resources available for independent 
study cannot be underestimated in the face of the 
new, much tougher GCSEs. 

Culture Club 
The Culture Club celebrated Christmas on the last day of term with a visit to the  Liverpool Philharmonic. It was an 
evening of classical music and often amusing readings that were recorded for Radio 4 and aired on Christmas Eve. 
We all enjoyed a sing song, including Mr Hurst who apparently used to be in a choir. 
This term will be the most challenging visit  ever. We are going to watch the performance of Snow Maiden at the 
Lowry Theatre, Salford. But it's an opera and it's three hours long!  Luckily it is in English rather than Italian as 
many operas are. We are really looking forward to it as this is a new experience and, apparently, the  
scenery, costumes and music are going to be amazing. Completely coincidentally, Mrs Tramontano knows one of 
the singers, so we may even make it back stage at some point in the evening and meet some of the performers.  
Anyone interested in joining our group, we meet every Wednesday at lunch time; all visits are after school.  
Thank you to Mrs Tramontano for running the group and to Mr Hurst for driving. 

Holocaust Memorial Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aintree Davenhill Primary held a Holocaust Memorial Day 
event on 27 January. 
Our year nine Anne Frank ambassadors (Cole Egan, Mia 
Whyte, Abbie Corness, Sophie Downey, Lucy Kemp and Edie 
Murray) spent the afternoon at Aintree Davenhill  on this  
important day  presenting workshops to pupils from year 
five.  They focussed on why it is crucial that we must not  
forget the terrible events of the holocaust and ways in which 
we can help people in society today by using kind words and 
gestures.   
The pupils’ workshop involved designing a hand with words 
they would use when talking about what they had 
learned.  This was a very positive experience for both the  
primary and secondary pupils.  As well as this, pupils watched 
a clip about a young person being displaced and coming to 
live in the UK and the ambassadors also read out some 
"Reflective Stories" from survivors while candles were lit 
around the classroom.  Everyone agreed it was a very special 
and inspiring experience. 
Thank you to our wonderful ambassadors. 

Reading Update 
Well done to students on their recent Star Reading tests.  In years seven to nine, around thirty percent of students 
are above their age for reading.  This is an impressive achievement and will stand those students in good stead as 
they move through the school towards GCSE.  Mrs Christian has been reviewing our word count for the year on 
Accelerated Reader and we need you all to keep quizzing to see this increase.  World Book Day is coming up on 
Thursday, 2 March—look out for events being organised by Mrs Christian and Ms Dayak in the LRC. 



 

Year 11 Countdown 
How long left? 
It is ten school weeks and thirteen weeks in total  
until the first written GCSE exam paper.  Don’t panic 
year eleven students.  If you take a sensible  
approach and do your best, you will be fine.  Many of 
you have been attending lunchtime and after school 
study sessions to support your learning but as well as 
this, remember you need to do a programme of  
revision at home too if you want to do your very 
best.  If you need advice on how or what to revise, 
speak to a member of staff sooner rather than later 
and get the help you need.  Don’t leave it until the 
last minute! 

Revision Breakfasts 
This week, Mrs Aspinall and Miss Murphy have been 
hosting six revision breakfasts for our year eleven 
students during the tutorial period, demonstrating a 
number of methods which will assist them in their 
revision in order for this cohort to get the best out of 
themselves in the run up to the GCSE examination 
season. Students who attend are being rewarded for 
their hard work in the session with donuts and hot 
chocolate.  Staff have reported that the sessions 
went well and students found them useful.   
Alongside this, students have also been given a  
compulsory revision booklet; they are getting this 
signed or stamped by teachers when they have 
attended a revision session and emails are going to 
parents on Fridays informing them of how many  
sessions their child has attended throughout the 
week.  We appreciate the support of parents and 
families in encouraging student attendance at these. 

Basketball Update 
Unfortunately, our basketball teams have suffered defeat 
at the hands of Deyes High School this half term.  The 
year seven team were narrowly beaten in a closely 
fought contest seeing Maghull High narrowly leading at 
halftime. The final score was Maghull 15 Deyes 19.  Well 
done to Chas Connor, Ellis Mooney, Jack Furlong, Jordan 
Maines, Kieran Coleman, Paul Pilson and Alis McGuffie 
who all took part.  The year ten team were beating Deyes 
until the last few minutes. Despite defeat, it was an  
excellent team performance with great defensive  
discipline. The final score was Maghull 12 Deyes 15.  Well 
done to the year ten team who are Ben Rowan, Calum 
Prendergast, Jack Shire, James Loughlin, Jared Seasman, 
Jaydan Duffy, Josh Garside, Michael Payne, Sam Canning 
and Owen Masters.  Keep training lads and good luck 
next time! 
 

Year 10 Sports Leaders 
Year ten BTEC sport students planned, organised and led 
two multi skills activity afternoons for local primary 
schools this half term.  One hundred and twenty year one 
and two pupils from Melling, Hudson and Aintree  
Davenhill came to Maghull High School to be put through 
their paces.  Our PE staff were extremely proud of the 
way our students responded to the challenges of this 
task, as excellent leadership qualities were displayed by 
all who took part.  Staff from the visiting primaries said 
that our students were positive role models for the  
children from their schools and the children who came 
really enjoyed the event.  Thank you to Miss Nelson for 
working with our MADCOS colleagues to help coordinate 
the events and well done to all year ten who took part. 

After School Study Support 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Every day after school a study club now runs in the LRC, 
supervised by Ms Dayak.  The demands of the new GCSE 
are such that developing independent study skills early is 
now even more of a priority.  Ms Dayak will support stu-
dent work, as well as signpost students to relevant re-
sources.  The facility is open to students in all year groups 
throughout school and is staffed until four thirty every 
evening.  Students who attend will receive extra reward 
points. 

Science Club 
This half term in Science Club we have been lucky 
enough to have Knowsley Safari Park visit on two  
occasions.  Pupils enjoyed designing a tiger  
enclosure, identifying numerous skulls and discussing 
possible careers working with animals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


