
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Online Safety Roadshow 

A group of very talented year nine students recently 
embarked upon a two week roadshow around some of 
our partner primary schools, performing a play        
especially written by Gary Ball, entitled ‘Worried 
Shoes’.  The theme of the piece was online safety and 
anti-bullying and the year nines had worked hard in 
rehearsals over a number of weeks to perfect their 
performance.  The play was performed to primary   
pupils ranging from year one all the way up to year six 
and, without exception, every audience was spell-
bound.  Our primary colleagues reported how apt they 
felt it was that this message was so expertly delivered 
to their pupils from students not much older than 
themselves.  The performances were scheduled to tie 
in with Safer Internet Day, the theme of which this 
year was ‘Create, connect and share respect’ and each 
one was followed up with a question and answer 
workshop session led by our Key Stage 3 Director, Mrs 
Aspinall.  Each visit was accompanied by a Maghull 
High former pupil of the participating primary school, 
who shared ten top tips for safer use of internet with 
the pupils.  A big thank you to all pupils and staff in the 
primaries who made us feel so welcome.  Thank you to 
our year nines and Ms Guy for your amazing work. 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.   

Unbelievably, we are at the half way point of the       
academic year already and even though this half term 
was only five weeks long, there is a lot to report.  Next 
half term, we look forward to bringing you exciting   
updates and information about our impending new 
build project.  In the meantime, enjoy a restful break 
and we will see you on Monday, 19 February. 

 Catering Academy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are delighted to report on recent year seven and 
eight Design Technology lessons which have seen our 
students being taught how to make chicken and         
vegetable stir fry with noodles.  Maghull High School  
recently approached  Catering Academy who provide 
our school meals to enlist their support in delivering 
these vital lessons to our students.  Mr Keiron        
Woodward, our catering  manager who previously 
worked in theatre cooking as Catering Academy area 
support manager, offered his services and was keen to 
take part.  Year  seven students have worked with the 
formidable team of Mr Donnan, Mr Woodward and our 
technician, Miss Smith to create some delicious         
concoctions which they have been able to eat there and 
then or save until lunch.  Mr Woodward told me that 
there has been a great response from the students    
involved and that, although it has been a learning curve 
for him, he has greatly enjoyed taking part.  He had the 
following to say about the students involved, “The kids 
are  very enthusiastic and lovely to work with; the school 
should be very proud of them”.   Many thanks to all staff 
involved. 



 

Russell Group Seminar 
 

Six of our very able year eleven students recently 
attended a seminar run by a representative from 
Cambridge University.  The aim of the session was to 
give the students guidance on how to apply to Russell 
Group universities.  The students appreciated the  
opportunity to attend and found the morning very 
valuable, asking lots of worthwhile questions. 
 

Edge Hill Chinese New Year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nine of our very able year eight students were       
recently invited to attend an event at Edge Hill            
University to celebrate Chinese New Year.  The event 
was organised by the Confucius Institute based at the 
university.  What an afternoon it was!  Our students 
were entertained by the rock band, Transition, who 
originate from Bristol but learned Mandarin in order 
to perform at a festival in Taiwan over ten years ago.  
Since then, they have gone from strength to strength 
and are very successful in the Far East, using their 
songs to teach language.  It was another opportunity 
for our younger students to again have an insight into 
what a university campus can offer and to experience 
something totally different. 

Ciaran Swinnerton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are immensely proud of Ciaran Swinnerton from 7S 
who has recently told us of his charity fundraising 
efforts.  For the past three years, Ciaran and his      
grandad have spent a great deal of their own time in 
December touring different places with grandad 
dressed as Santa and Ciaran assisting him.  Ciaran has 
willingly given up many evenings and weekends to do 
this and, as a result, together they have raised well 
over two thousand pounds.  Money raised has been 
donated to worthy causes such as Alder Hey and Love 
Jasmine, a charity supporting bereaved families          
following the loss of a child. We commend Ciaran for 
his charitable efforts and look forward to hearing more 
about his fundraising in the future. 

Dates for the diary 
 
Wednesday, 28 February - Year 8 Parents’ Evening  
Monday, 5 March - Year 11 mock exams 2 
Wednesday, 14 March - Year 9 Parents’ Evening  
Wednesday, 21 March - Sixth Form Parents’ Evening 
Friday, 23 March - Term ends 

Year 11 Countdown 
We are happy to report that year eleven are making good progress towards their final GCSE examinations.  The 
first exam will take place in mid May and students should currently be following a programme of regular revision 
in preparation for their second mock examinations, week commencing 5 March.  Students are reminded that 
they have many resources at their disposal, including GCSEpod, Twig, Firefly and recommended revision guides.  
If they have been invited to after school intervention sessions, it is imperative that they attend.  If any student is 
struggling to revise or feeling anxious about the impending exams, they should speak to a member of staff at 
their earliest opportunity.  Lastly, it is not too late to submit an application for Sixth Form. 

Reading Matters 
A reminder to all students, but particularly year seven 
and eight, of the importance of regular reading.  You 
have more time over the holiday, so no excuses.  Star 3 
will take place after Easter, so you need to keep     
working on your word counts.  World Book Day is   
coming up soon too—watch out for news in the LRC. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zvXAjtPPAhUBnBQKHRu0Au0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewhambridge.co.uk%2F2013%2F12%2F20%2Fdiary-dates-for-january-to-april-2014%2F&psig=AFQjCNFFx8neTQI3BVkBVmTo0Ms


 

Year 9 Free to Be 
 

Year nine participated in a series of workshops by 
the Anne Frank Trust, focussing on a society free 
from prejudice and discrimination.  The programme 
encourages the development of pupils’ critical 
thinking about their own views and those that they 
encounter in their everyday lives.  Kate Jarman   
delivered a session to each tutor group, posing 
questions that provoked discussion around the   
society that we live in.  Students can now apply to 
be part of a team which will create a video focus-
sing on these issues, to be shared across the entire 
school.  Thank you to Mrs Christian and Mr 
McQuade for making the day possible. 

Geography alumni        
It was great to welcome back Fiona Fairey and Joseph Whearty, two of our 
year 13 geographers from last year, who now study geography at the Universi-
ty of Lancaster.  They delivered a very informative talk with follow-up question 
and answer session on adjusting to university life and moving away from home 
for the first time.  A wide range of issues were covered from accommodation,    
finances, flexibility of courses, study patterns, social life, transport and laundry!
A key message for all the year twelve students present was to do research  
early especially on the variety of halls accommodation, and take advantage of 

campus taster visits that are offered in the summer term of year twelve.  Many thanks to Joe and Fiona for taking 
the time out to visit us and we wish them all the best in their academic studies. 

Science  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The science club continues to meet every Thursday after 
school.  They were recently treated to two visits by staff 
from Knowsley Safari Park who came primarily to educate 
our students about the opportunities in working with       
animals.  While they were there, they also showed our 
club members a variety of animal skulls to aid their                 
understanding of the adaptation of the species.  The staff 
who came in were very impressed with the students who 
took part and were notably surprised at the ratio of male 
to female science club members.  Our female heavy team 
apparently bucks the usual trend.  Thank you to Miss     
Venables and Mr Dowd for organising this very interesting 
event.  We look forward to seeing what the science club 
get up to next half term.  Additionally, twelve of our year 
nine students enjoyed a trip to Daresbury labs recently. 
They looked at careers in science and where their qualifi-
cations could lead them.  They were also able to learn 
about the development of telescopes using infrared and 
hydroponics to grow plants without soil. The pupils had an 
amazing day and have   developed even more of a passion 
for science than they had before!   

Safeguarding—Online Safety 
This week has seen the return of the annual ‘Safer Internet Day’.  Assemblies were hosted by Mr Maddock, our 
Head of Computer Science and ICT, discussions took place during tutor time and students had an opportunity to 
review online safety leaflets for Snapchat, Instagram and Twitter.  Parents and students are reminded to refer to 
the https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ website if they have any concerns over internet usage. 

Art Competition 
 

On the first of April 2018, the Royal Air Force      
celebrates its one hundredth birthday. Many 
events will take place across the country to mark 
this occasion. Maghull High School have joined this 
celebration by entering a competition to design a 
badge for the Woodvale Royal Air Force Station. 
The students involved  carefully considered the sta-
tion’s role, location and history before designing 
their badges, some of which are shown below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sport Updates 
 

The girls’ netball team have been playing their regular 
fixtures on Tuesday evenings throughout this cold, wet 
spell of weather. In recent weeks, we have faced         
challenging opposition from Deyes, Sacred Heart and Holy 
Family. Well done to our Year seven and ten teams for 
some particularly strong performances. We are fast         
approaching the end of the Netball League programme 
and are looking forward to the annual tournaments, held 
in March. 
Our boys’ football teams were recently invited to take 
part in a 6-a-side tournament hosted by Everton at their 
training ground, Finch Farm. This was a great experience 
for the teams and they thoroughly enjoyed the event. 
Our basketball clubs have been very popular this half 
term with many students attending the lunch time       
sessions. Fixtures have recently taken place against Holy 
Family where our teams were successful in each age 
group. 
Cross-Country has been the main outdoor activity this 
half term and the PE department has organised the     
programme through a 20km challenge. Students have 
been encouraged to achieve Bronze, Silver and Gold 
standards through the number of kilometres they         
accumulate over the unit of work. 
On the last day of the half term, the PE department will 
be hosting a cross-country race for years seven to nine. 
Competitors will complete one lap of the ‘big course’ and 
will all receive a certificate for taking part in the event. 
The first three boys and girls in each year group will be 
presented with a medal. Over one hundred students have 
entered the race.  Well done to all students who have 
represented the school this half term. Speakers for Schools 

 
We were very fortunate to be able to     welcome Jim 

Martin, one of the board of        
directors of Maggie’s Centres to 
our school recently.  In the past, 
Jim was Chief Executive of a     
leading online retailer.  He gave a 
motivational talk to all of our sixth 
formers and some of our main 
school students, which was very 

well received.  He set a challenge to the audience to 
write a piece entitled ‘How AI and robotics might 
affect jobs for the youth of today’.  We are very 
pleased to announce that two of our students jointly 
won the prize.  Congratulations go to Keira  McKenna 
(year 12) and Matthew Elliott (Year 13).  Jim         
commented on how polite and interested our        
students were and was particularly impressed with 
our senior prefect team who met with him for coffee. 

Duke of Edinburgh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Saturday, twenty five year nine students braved the 
rain and cold, not to mention copious amounts of mud to 
complete their first practice walk for the Duke of          
Edinburgh award.  The students walked in small groups 
with accompanying members of staff on routes that took 
them through Delamere  Forest and farmers’ fields.  All 
who completed the walk should be very proud of     
themselves and thank you to Mrs Brogden for planning 
and organising the trip.  We look forward to the next one, 
hopefully with better weather! 

Engineering 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forty five of our engineering students from years ten 
and twelve enjoyed a morning at Jaguar Landrover in  
Halewood to learn about the engineering processes 
involved in car manufacture.  They took part in a   
factory tour and were given a fascinating insight into 
modern manufacturing.  It included looking at lean 
manufacturing, health and safety and how many   
engineering disciplines are needed to design,        
prototype and manufacture a modern car.  The 
group can now use this experience in completing  
assignments and to help them make informed career 
decisions when they leave school.  Thank you to Mr 
Abraham and Mr Nagi for organising the trip. 
 
 
 
 
 


