
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Art and Maghull North 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 16 March, a selection of artwork from over 
forty year seven and ten students  was unveiled to 
celebrate the opening of the new train station, 
Maghull North. This was a brilliant opportunity for all 
of our students and we are very grateful to            
Merseyrail.  Maghull North train station is due to 
open this June. 
 

Conway Trip 

A group of year twelve to nine students took part in a 
residential trip to the Conway Centre, Anglesey from 
Friday 16- Sunday 18 March. The students were       
inspired by the artist Ah Xian, making plaster casts of 
their faces and hands. All students worked incredibly 
hard over the weekend to create the final outcomes 
which included decorative cushions and plinths. The 
artwork is now on display in reception.  A big thank 
you goes to Miss Jones for organising the trip and to 
both Miss Jones and Miss Stanger for giving up their 
weekend to accompany our students.  The staff at the 
centre were very impressed with our students! 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.   

As usual, there has been a lot going on in this very short 
half term and we are delighted to be able to share 
some of it with you in this issue, not least of all the   
updates on our exciting new build.  When you return 
after Easter, the compound will be complete.  We look 
forward to seeing you all refreshed and eager to do 
well in the last term on Monday, 9 April.  Happy Easter. 

New Build Update 

Contractors from Wates arrived on site in the second 
week of March and have been setting up their          
compound and preparing the site for the build.  A turf 
turning ceremony took place today, where Mr            
Anderson and our Chair of Governors, Mr Howe were 
assisted by year seven students.  Two members of staff 
who attended the school as children were also present 
at the ceremony.  Mr Howe said, ‘I am absolutely       
delighted that our staff and students are finally getting 
the building they deserve.  Many years ago, a survey of 
schools in Sefton was conducted which identified 
Maghull High School as the second worst in terms of its 
condition.  This new build has been a long time coming.’  
It is anticipated that the building will be completed 
within twelve months and will include a new school 
hall, dining room, dedicated performing arts suite, two 
floors of classrooms and other facilities.  The existing 
building will only be demolished once the move to the 
new one has been made. The school website can be 
consulted throughout the period of the build for        
ongoing progress updates.  Feedback from contractors 
so far is that our students have been very helpful. 



 

Spring Concert 

This week, the music department descended upon 
the Arts Theatre for this year’s Spring Concert, a    
celebration of the musical life of every year group in 
the school.  For a number of talented year sevens, 
this was their first opportunity to perform solos on 
the school stage, so particular mention goes to Jake 
Helm, Charleigh Tartt, Shakira Westhead, Jessica  
Talbot, Lilly-Anne King and Milly Crist for performing 
exceptionally well under pressure.  It was also sadly 
the final performances for a number of our older        
students.  Five members of the year eleven class, 
Ben Moss, Abbie O’Reilly, Ellie McDowall and Saffi 
Holmes, performed songs from artists such as Ed 
Sheeran, Avril Lavigne and the hit film The Greatest 
Showman, to rapturous acclaim. A special mention 
must also go to Matthew Elliott and Jess Holding, 
both of year thirteen, for whom this is their last 
school concert.  Both have been stalwarts of the   
department and will be sorely missed.  Jess, joined 
by year nine’s Emily Alcock, sang the show’s          
penultimate number, ‘Because I knew you, I have 
been changed for good’. A fitting end to a night of 
musical celebration.  Well done everyone involved. 

Geography 

Twenty of our year ten and eleven Geography students 
had a really enjoyable and informative day at this     
recent event held  at Maricourt High School. The      
students gave a really good account of themselves 
whilst completing GCSE topic workshops; Quote of the 
day came from Jay Ponting, “I didn’t realise how much 
Geography I know”.  Well done to all involved on the 
day and thank you to Mr Donnan and Miss Stanger for 
organising this for our students.  

Dates for the diary 

Wednesday, 25 April - Year 8 Parents’ Evening  
Friday, 25 May - Last day of term 
End of June - Year 10 exams 
Thursday, 28 June - Year 11 Prom 
Friday, 6 July - Sixth Form Celebration 
Friday, 20 July - Last day of summer term 

Year 11 Countdown 
Well done to all students in year eleven who have just completed their second round of mock exams.  Their   
approach was very positive and we are looking forward to sharing their results.  It is now only seven weeks until 
the start of the GCSE examinations, including the Easter break.  Staff and students will be in during the two 
week holiday working on revision and it is imperative that all year eleven students are following a structured 
programme of revision at home.  Should they need advice on this, they should talk to their subject teachers.  
Prom has been booked for Thursday, 28 June at Aintree Racecourse and we have no doubt that some of our  
students are planning and preparing for this already!  Good luck in your forthcoming exams year eleven. 

University Matters 
This half term, many Key Stage 3 students have been 
fortunate enough to attend workshops delivered by 
representatives from the University of Liverpool and 
Edge Hill University.  Key Stage 4 students will attend 
the What University/Career Live exhibition at the      
Liverpool Exhibition Centre before Easter break. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zvXAjtPPAhUBnBQKHRu0Au0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewhambridge.co.uk%2F2013%2F12%2F20%2Fdiary-dates-for-january-to-april-2014%2F&psig=AFQjCNFFx8neTQI3BVkBVmTo0Ms


 

Science Big Bang at LJMU 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven year nine students were taken to John 
Moore's University to take part in a big bang event. 
They partook in three workshops focusing on STEM 
topics and careers. The first workshop required 
them to build a sustainable urban hydroponics  
system from scratch, the second involved an      
investigation into the best volume of water for the 
ultimate bottle flip and the third required our year 
nines to become carbon particles in the carbon  
cycle.  As always our pupils were excellently       
behaved and showed amazing maturity whilst   
presenting their findings back to the university.  A 
very enjoyable day for all involved and thank you 
to Mrs Reynolds for taking the students. 
Miss Venables also took fifteen science club pupils 
to Manchester University this half term. The pupils 
enjoyed a science fair helping them improve their 
knowledge of science and boost their                   
aspirations.  Thank you to Miss Venables for       
organising the trip and well done to our science 
club students.  

John Lennon Success 
We would like to congratulate John Lennon, who left last 
year after being with us for seven years.  John was one of 
six hundred applicants for a heavy vehicle mechanic four 
year apprenticeship with Merseyside Fire Brigade and 
managed to secure the position against stiff competition.  
John studied engineering here for four years, gaining     
distinction stars at level two and three.  He worked closely 
with Mr Abraham and Mr Nagi, putting in extra time out of 
lessons.  As well as this, he designed and built a go kart for 
his extended project qualification, which many of you may 
have seen at some of our open events.  Merseyside Fire 
Brigade only take one apprentice every four years, so this 
is a fantastic achievement for John and we and his family 
are understandably very proud.  We would like to wish 
John every success in his career.  

Primary Workshops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last classes of year three and four from St Andrew’s 
Primary were welcomed recently to work with our science 
department on electricity.  They learned how to build    
circuits, how to problem solve and were set a series of 
challenges to work on independently.  They spent a very 
productive afternoon and enjoyed working with         
equipment they don’t normally have access to.  Thank you 
to the staff from St Andrew’s for walking the children over 
on a very cold day. 
As well as this, we have run a series of our annual       
workshops and assemblies on Fairtrade to many year five 
classes across our partner primaries.  Supporting this work 
in school, a group of our year ten students ran a Fairtrade 
tuck shop during Fairtrade fortnight to raise awareness in 
school. 

Careers 
Please find below some useful websites which might be of interest to students and parents: 
www.whatuni.com  
www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk 
www.gov.uk/apprenticeships 
www.whatcareerlive.co.uk 
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk 
For further information on careers in school, contact Mrs Wallis or visit the careers sections in the library and 
sixth form study centre. 



 

Sport Updates 
 

It has been a busy half term for the PE department who 
would like to share some of the highlights with us. 

Cross Country 
We took a small team of runners to Stanley High School   
to represent the school competing against top runners 
from schools across Sefton. Notable performances came 
from Derry Ponting (Yr7) Declan O’Connor(Yr9) and    
Hannah Doyle (Yr10) 

Netball tournaments  

Well done to all of our teams at the Sefton tournament, 
which took place at the end of term. A special mention 
and congratulations go to year eight, who narrowly 
missed out on reaching the finals. 

Football  
The year eight football team should be congratulated on 
reaching the last thirty two of the National Cup. 
The year nine football team unfortunately was knocked 
out at the semi-final stage in the Sefton Cup. 
The Yr10 football team are eager to play in their Sefton 
Cup final in April and we are keeping our fingers crossed 
for a victory against Maricourt. 

World Book Day/Sefton Super 
Reads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first week of March was World Book Day, where   
students from Key Stage 3 attended a special assembly 
and were encouraged to mark the day by sharing the 
#ShareAStory on social media.  Lots of students used 
their WBD tokens to purchase something new to read. 
More recently, twelve students from years seven and 
eight had an afternoon out of school to attend the 
Sefton Super Reads event in Southport.  They listened to 
Mitch Johnson, winner of the award, talk about his book 
‘Kick’ and what inspired him to write.  Over the past few 
months, students taking part have had to read seven 
books, writing reviews on each, which were then         
entered into a competition.   All reviews were displayed 
and admired.  Students in years seven and eight are         
reminded that their final round of Star Reading tests will 
take place next term, so it is imperative that they keep 
up their regular reading. 

STEM 

Manchester University STEM Challenge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Five of our very able year eight students were       
invited to the University of Manchester recently to 
enter the Faraday Challenge.  Students aged twelve 
and thirteen compete against one another to see 
who can design , create and promote the best      
solution to a given challenge.  All challenges set are 
genuine, real-life engineering problems. Our        
budding engineers, working with BBC Micro:bit,    
created a code , which generated an ear piercing 
noise if you accidentally touched your phone whilst 
driving. Presenting to the judges from the School of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering, they came a 
very close second. They worked so hard and were a 
credit to our school.  Well done year eight! 
 

Rotary Club of Southport Links Technology  
Tournament 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three teams from years eight and ten were entered 
for an exciting challenge against five other schools 
and Southport College.  They were given a brief, 
which was to design and create a prototype rocket 
launcher, with the capability to reach three metres 
in height and land with a parachute.  Despite the 
difficulty of the challenge, our students worked   
brilliantly in their teams and all staff present             
commented on their positive attitude.  We are      
delighted to report that our year ten girls secured 
second place in their category. 


