
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

pass!".  Sir Ian ended the talk with a speech from 
Shakespeare and the students gave him rapturous 
applause. 
Over lunch with the school's Peer Mentor group, 
which is made up of about 20 young people, Sir Ian 
and Rob Bullock, a Stonewall representative, urged 
them to stand up for their right to fair treatment for 
all and to challenge homophobia.  
James McQuade, Phoenix Centre Manager, thanked 
the people at Stonewall for facilitating such a  
fantastic opportunity and the day will be remembered 
by all who were in attendance. James is looking  
forward to working with the Peer Mentor group to 
further advocate LGBT awareness across the school 
and community. He was very proud of the school's 
young people. "Sir Ian found those he met to be 
warm, inquisitive, intelligent and very accepting" he 
said. He described Sir Ian as an enigmatic guest, very 
down to earth and with an exceptionally charming 
personality. 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.  As 

ever, there has been a lot going on over the last half 
term we would like to share with you.  We hope you all 
have a wonderful two week break and would like to take 
this opportunity to remind you that the return date for 
students is Tuesday, 18 April. 

Sir Ian McKellen   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High School students and staff were thrilled to 
host Sir Ian McKellen on Friday 3rd March 2017. Sir Ian, 
widely regarded as one of the finest actors of his  
generation and known for his roles as Gandalf in the 
Lord of the Rings and Hobbit trilogies, as well as  
Magneto in the X-Men series, dropped in to speak 
about his role as an ambassador for Stonewall. Sir Ian, a 
co-founder of Stonewall - the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender rights charity formed in 1989, visits schools 
to help promote equality and fairness in respect of 
LGBT issues. The school, which has a highly proactive 
approach to equality issues and a very active Peer  
Mentor group led by young people, is part of the  
Stonewall Champions programme. The visit coincided 
with Lesbian and Gay History Month.  Sir Ian spoke to 
an audience of three hundred staff and students who 
were in absolute awe for over an hour.  He told of his 
personal and professional life as well as his  
campaigning work.  For many, it was an emotional  
experience. 
During the talk, Sir Ian chose to reiterate the words of 
Gandalf from "Lord of the Rings" - one of his most  
notable film roles. He urged that students work hard in 
school and study for exams, otherwise "You shall not  

Saskia Williams Year 9 
Huge congratulations go to Saskia Williams from Year 
9 who has won the 'Sefton Year of The Coast Design a 
Mascot' competition. Saskia's design was picked out 
of all the entries from schools across Sefton, making 
her the winning secondary school student in the 
whole of the borough.  This is an outstanding  
achievement in view of the fact there were over 500 
entries. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 24 March she met the Mayor in Bootle and 
she will also have the opportunity to work with a 
graphic designer as her design will be used across 
Sefton to advertise the coastline, so please look out 
for it. 



 

Geography masterclasses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mr Donnan and Miss Stanger are extremely proud of 
fifteen KS4 students who recently accompanied 
them to a day long masterclass event aimed at  
students targeting high grades in GCSE Geography. 
The students really enjoyed the various workshops 
based on GCSE topic areas; several staff and  
university organisers complimented our pupils on 
their enthusiastic participation, manners and  
behaviour.  Good luck to these students in their 
forthcoming exams.  We are sure you will do very 
well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Science 
Lots of exciting things have been happening in our  
Science department recently.  On Tuesday 21 March 
some of our Year 10 students enjoyed visiting  
Goodison Park for an event held by Magdalene College 
Cambridge. The day involved mock lectures from a 
Cambridge Anatomy lecturer and a Cambridge Law 
lecturer. We also got to meet some students to talk 
about university life. The students then had a tour of 
the stadium and visited the changing rooms where the 
Everton players get ready before a match.   
 
Five pupils from Years 9 and 10 took part in a Unilever 
competition to create a soap for LED countries. Our 
girls did us extremely proud and won the technical 
prize.  Well done girls! 

                                 
 

 
 

As well as this, a group of students from our Science            

club and very able cohort went on a trip to the                 

University of Manchester recently.  They got to visit a     

science fair and experience a taste of student life.  A 

good day was had by all and our students were all           

fantastic ambassadors for our school.  Well done to all   

who attended. 

Dates for the diary 
Tuesday, 18 April - Term starts  
Monday, 1 May - Bank Holiday 
Thursday, 22 June - New Intake Day and Evening 
Monday, 3 July - INSET day 

Music news 
 
We were delighted to once again host a concert for 
the Sefton and Knowsley Music Hub on 21 March.  
We welcomed staff and students from Melling, St 
Gregory’s and Halewood primaries who put on a  
fantastic performance that afternoon for parents, 
grandparents and friends.  Well done to all who took 
part and thanks to our technical team. 
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Radio Maghull 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a busy week for the Maghull High  
Aspiration Ambassadors as they took themselves 
off to Maghull Radio to have a go at creating 
some jingles and also broadcast their own show 
live on air.  On Monday 20 March, a selection of 
our Year 7 Ambassadors went along with Miss 
Nolan to create their own personalised  
jingles and find out how the radio station works. 
On the Tuesday it was the turn of the Year 8  
students; after visiting last month and making a 
great impression, they were asked back to  
broadcast live on air. Both groups did an amazing 
job and we look forward to securing a copy of 
their show to put on the Maghull High website 
for all to enjoy.  Look out for that in the near  
future. 

Culture Club 
Culture Club went to see an amazing opera at the Lowry Theatre in Salford - ‘The Snow Maiden’. It was the 
group's very first opera and we weren't sure if we were going to enjoy the three hour performance or not but we 
did! Mrs Tramontano discovered a few weeks after booking that she knew one of the main singers, who sent us  
photos from backstage before the performance and came out to meet us after the performance.  
This just goes to show that we shouldn't be afraid of new cultural experiences. Without the Culture Club,  
students would probably never have gone to an opera. We are really pleased that we did and look forward to 
other exciting experiences in the future.  Thank you to Mrs Tramontano for organising this and other visits. 

Sports Updates 
Football 
Yr7 Match Report 
Maghull 2 Deyes 2 
Maghull and Deyes had to settle for a draw in a  
competitive game between two evenly matched teams.  
Congratulations to our scorers, Daniel Brisco and Bayley 
McDonald. 
Yr8 Match Report 
Maghull 2 Formby High 2 
Maghull dominated the game but were held to a draw.  
Congratulations to our scorers, Callum Spinks and Sean 
McGreevy. 
 
Netball 
We were delighted to be able to field teams in every age 
group in the Sefton Tournaments recently. This year the 
competitions were held at Maricourt and we enjoyed two 
very competitive afternoons.  
At the U14 & U15 tournament our Year 9 team played  
superbly, winning three  out of five of their matches. They 
faced some very tough opposition in their half of the draw 
and missed out on a semi-final place by one point.   
In the U12 & U13 tournaments our Year 8 team played some 
of their best netball and won four out of five of their  
matches. They gained a place in the semi-finals but were  
unable to beat the eventual winners, St Mary’s College.  
The netball season runs from September to March, with a 
break during the dark winter months. Our girls have shown 
great commitment and enthusiasm by practising on Monday 
nights and playing matches on Tuesday nights. Well done! 
We are now looking forward to the summer season where 
we will be competing in athletics, tennis and rounders.  

Year 11 and Sixth Form 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our students approaching external exams the best of luck 
over the coming weeks.  Details of the external examinations can be found on Firefly but each student has been  
given their own individual timetable for their exam entries.  To get the best from their exams, it is crucial that 
students are making the most of time left for revision and engaging in revision classes wherever they are  
available.   Year 11 are encouraged to attend Easter revision classes as appropriate and any concerns regarding 
exams should be discussed with your teachers.  Good luck! 



 

Dot-art Competition 

Dot-art Schools is an interactive, online, inter-school 
art competition, which culminates in an exhibition in 
Liverpool city centre.  It is designed to nurture  
talent, raise ambition, and take art out of the  
classroom and into the real world.  
For the third year running the Art Department has 
entered the work of 25 Year 9 Art students into the 
competition. All of the work entered will be  
displayed via an online gallery on www.schools.dot-
art.com.  A panel of art experts is currently  
selecting the top three artworks from each school. 
Students from all of the schools in the programme, 
as well as the general public, will then be able to 
vote for their favourite piece of art from the judges’ 
shortlist. During the summer term, an exhibition will 
be held at a city centre art gallery showcasing the 
artwork with the most votes from each participating 
school.  Look out for a link to the voting process 
coming soon… 

Duke of Edinburgh 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The warmer weather has allowed the Years 9 and 10 
Duke of Edinburgh students to dust off their walking 
boots and begin their outdoor training for their  
expeditions later in the year. Both groups went out to 
Delamere Forest on two separate, and very rare, sunny 
Saturdays throughout February and March.  For the Year 
9 Bronze group this was the first time they had 
practised their map reading skills. So along with 60 
students, 12 staff, 4 dogs and 2 coaches we  
descended on the muddy tracks and roads around the 
forest. Most students navigated themselves well along 
their routes, with the odd mistake that was quickly  
rectified by all, except for Mr McGregor and Mr Tyrer’s 
group, who were adamant they had finished in the  
correct place but were in fact on a parallel road! The Year 
10 group all completed the routes in impressive times, 
with particular mention to Mr O’Thy’s group who got 
round in two hours and decided to do another whilst 
they waited for the others to catch up.  Next up for the 
Year 10s is their first practice expedition which will take 
place at Waddecar Scout camp in June. The Year 9 group 
will undertake another training walk on Rivington Pike 
after the Spring break. 

Learn to Earn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another successful six week course has been completed 
by students in Year 10 working alongside mentors from 
HMRC in Netherton.  This is the sixth course we have run 
over a period of two years and we were recently highly 
commended in the Community Education Awards 
‘Inspiring Career Opportunity’ category.  We are now 
looking forward to taking another cohort of students 
through the Learn to Earn course in the summer term. 

World Book Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maghull High celebrated World Book Day on 2 March 
with a variety of activities, ranging from special  
assemblies, book swaps and a reading café in the 
Base to themed activities in lessons.  As well as this, 
to support Fairtrade and Book Aid international, a 
Fairtrade tuckshop ran all week. 


