
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Duke of Edinburgh 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Mrs Brogden and her amazing team of 
volunteer staff who willingly give up their time at 
weekends to support the Duke of Edinburgh award. At 
the end of April, the year ten Bronze Duke of            
Edinburgh group went on their last day walk before 
the expedition period begins.  Walking around a very 
sunny Rivington Pike, the thirty two students and ten 
staff navigated themselves around new territory,    
particularly testing out their compass bearing skills in 
some tricky spots. Even the new Duke of Edinburgh 
dogs were able to find their way around, often    
speeding ahead of some of the students.  All groups 
were back before the end time and particular mention 
goes to Mr McQuade and Mr Moran's team who   
managed to squeeze a quick game of football in and 
an ice cream.  Planned expeditions will take place 
throughout June and July, with the year nines going up 
to Waddecar, and the year tens completing their     
assessed expedition in Edale in the Peak District.  We 
wish them all the best of luck in completing these  
challenges successfully. 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.   

Unbelievably, we have almost reached the end of      
another academic year and what a year it has been!  
We have seen our long held dreams of a new build 
come to fruition, secured another positive Ofsted      
report and received the news that our head teacher of 
fourteen years is due to retire at the end of this term. 
We look forward to seeing you all on Monday, 4 June. 

New Build Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have been looking at the New Build tab on our 
school website, you will have seen the site develop from  
the planning stages to where it is now.  The foundations 
for our new building are laid and very soon we expect to 
see the steel structure begin to take shape.  We have 
been promised that once this begins, it won’t be long 
before the outside of the building is complete.  Some of 
our students from years twelve and nine have been 
lucky enough to visit the site and these visits will contin-
ue as work progresses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Safeguarding 
Ensuring the safety and well being of our students is 
paramount.  In order to help parents safeguard their 
children online, we recommend the following free 
online course.  The course will only take twenty to 
thirty minutes to work through and will   provide you 
with a wealth of information on how to keep your 
child safe online.  You can find the course at : https://
www.virtual-college.co.uk/resources/free-courses/
keep-them-safe 



 

Art—Threading Bearing Witness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Students and staff at Maghull High School are sup-
porting the art project ‘Threading Bearing Witness’ 
which aims to connect communities and individuals 
across the UK to show support for displaced people 
around the world. All of those involved have stitched 
a tree which will later be arranged into a large       
embroidery called Forest by artist Alice Kettle. Forest 
will be displayed at the Whitworth, Manchester, in 
September 2018 and at the Winchester Discovery 
Centre, from 15 October to 26 November 2018. All of 
those involved have relished the opportunity to make 
artwork for such a good cause. 
The metaphor of trees and forests provides a way for 
us to think about safety and shelter. By coming      
together to make a large artwork, we are able to   
actively show our support with those seeking safety 
and shelter around the world, and hopefully raise 
funds to help them. 

MHS Student Success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to former student James Nixon, who 
left us in 2008 to pursue his dream of becoming a    
jockey.  As we are sure many of you will know, James 
won the 6.20 at the Aintree Grand National Festival on     
Havana Beat.  Growing up in Aintree, James always had 
a fascination with the Grand National and first sat on a 
horse during a holiday in France at the age of seven or 
eight.  When James first told his friends that he wanted 
to be a jockey many of them did not take him seriously 
but he was determined to follow his dream.  He is now 
enjoying competing as a professional jockey and had 
this to say when we contacted him, “If my story helps 
students to do what they want in life and makes them 
realise it’s not about what people think about them, 
that’s great.  It’s about what you put your mind 
to.”  We couldn’t agree with him more and wish James 
good luck in his continuing career.  

Dates for the diary 

Friday, 25 May - Last day of term 
End of June - Year 10 exams 
Thursday, 28 June - Year 11 Prom 
Friday, 6 July - Sixth Form Celebration 
Friday, 20 July - Last day of summer term 

English Literature Trip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of their GCSE English Literature study, students must cover a piece of work by William Shakespeare. With 
this in mind, Miss Murphy decided recently to take two English classes from year ten and eleven to watch a live             
performance of Romeo and Juliet, in Liverpool’s Epstein Theatre. Students enjoyed a pre-theatre lunch at 
McDonalds before heading over to watch the show. Daniel Taylor Productions put on an absolutely outstanding                
performance which all students enjoyed. The production was designed to really engage a younger audience and 
students were lucky enough to be sat on the front two rows. As expected, the behaviour of all students was     
exemplary and was even commented upon by various members of the public. Miss Murphy would like to extend 
a massive thank you to Mr Hughes and Mr McQuade who accompanied each group and to Maghull Coaches for 
transporting students safely to and from the venue.   
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Careers 

As we move through the year, we continue to offer 
our students many opportunities to discuss and  
explore their next steps after GCSE and A levels. 
All of our year ten students have been working with 
Job Centre Plus, learning how to create their first 
CVs. They looked at the different required elements 
and gained valuable insights into what prospective 
employers would be looking for. Doing this in year 
ten allows our students to start filling in the gaps in 
their experience and get involved with activities 
and volunteering within school and outside of 
school to help them stand out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing our focus on STEM opportunities, a 
group of year ten spent a very enjoyable day at 
Sensor City working with professionals learning 
about their industries.  Students had an amazing 
day involved in a range of activities; building Lego 
towers with Tarmac and working out how to bid for 
a big contract; understanding the meaning of         
futurology with Santander; building units to grow 
fruit and veg in water and trying out some virtual 
reality head sets. 

University Matters 
Some of our year nine students were recently invited to 
attend an Aspire to Higher Education day at Edge Hill     
University in Ormskirk to find out more about studying at 
that level.  They had the opportunity to find out a whole 
host of things about the vast array of courses available, 
how to budget effectively, the range of universities open to 
them and what type of student accommodation they might 
consider.  A further group of year nine spent a day learning 
all about the healthcare industry. The university ran a day 
in partnership with the regional NHS trusts to allow        
students to take part in interactive activities whilst at the 
same time, travelling a patient’s journey through hospital 
in their custom built simulation rooms. Thank you Edge Hill 
for these superb opportunities for our students and a    
special thank you to the students who were, as ever, fan-
tastic ambassadors for our school.  Any students requiring 
information about such visits, please see Mrs Wallis. 

Millionaire’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to our most prolific readers in year seven and 
eight who recently enjoyed a reward trip afternoon at the 
Jump Warehouse.  These students have read over a million 
words each since September and in total just over twenty 
four million words as a group.  That’s phenomenal!  Well 
done and keep reading everyone.  Star tests round 3 is 
coming up in June.  

Attendance 

We are continuing to focus on attendance and punctuality and, as you know, expect attendance to be at 96% in 
line with government expectations.  Thank you so much to those families who have been working hard to ensure 
the punctuality and attendance of their child is high;  it is so important that these habits are established early in 
your child's secondary education.  There is a proven link between high attendance and positive academic           
outcomes and therefore it is important that your child attends school every day unless there are exceptional      
circumstances.  Every day missed leads to potential gaps in knowledge which can hinder them in examinations. 
Parents should ensure that family holidays are arranged outside of school term and should not remove their child 
from school during term time without having first requested a leave of absence in writing from the Headteacher.  
We appreciate your cooperation with this. 



 

Amsterdam Trip 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Frank Ambassadors past and present enjoyed a day 
trip to Amsterdam this week.  After an early start and 
flight to Schiphol, they enjoyed a sightseeing walk on 
their way to the Anne Frank House.  They were escorted 
into the Secret Annexe with a speaker tutorial before   
visiting the Anne Frank Museum, gift shop and café.  As 
well as this, the group enjoyed a canal cruise taking in all 
the famous landmarks.  After an evening meal at the    

Science Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students from Science Club are now helping to maintain 
Mr Hurst’s Science garden! Members of the club recently 
harvested rhubarb and planted pumpkin seeds.  We look 
forward to seeing the fruits of their labour in due course. 

Year 10 Sefton Cup Triumph 

Maghull High School U15s recently wrote their name 
into the history books by lifting the U15 Sefton Cup 
on a sunny yet extremely windy afternoon on St 
Michael’s playing fields.  Their opponents, Maricourt, 
fielded a very strong eIeven and having won the toss, 
opted to play with the wind in the first half.  Maghull 
dominated possession but struggled to create any 
clear-cut chances with the conditions proving tricky 
and adapting to the flight of the ball a challenge for 
both sides.  On the stroke of half time, Maricourt’s 
centre forward latched onto a long hopeful ball over 
the top and lifted it over Joel O’Halloran to make it 1-
0.  With the wind at their backs for the second half, 
the team were optimistic they could overturn the 
first half deficit.  However, the equaliser was proving    
elusive as the clock ticked away. With fifteen minutes 
to go, the score was still 1-0 Maricourt.  Finally, a 
golden chance presented itself; the referee awarded 
a penalty to Maghull for a foul but the penalty was 
missed.  As pressure mounted on Maricourt, they 
resorted to long balls from the back, one in particular 
bounced just inside Maghull’s half where defender 
Alfie O’Connor swung a boot at it to return it in the 
direction of their goal and scored.  A matter of 
minutes later, Jack Bradshaw latched onto a loose 
ball and slotted Maghull High into the lead.  On the 
end of a crunching tackle, Ben Jones’ afternoon 
looked all but over after another outstanding        
performance as part of the best central midfield 
combination in Merseyside, along with Adam       
Robinson and Shaun Keeley. Ben, however, picked 
himself up off the canvas to hook home a third goal 
for Maghull.  Manager Mr Hains said, “What an    
privilege it has been to manage this group of young 
men, who have matured from sixteen individuals to 
the ultimate example of a team.”  Well done to all of 
you and a special thank you from Mr Hains. 

Transition 
We are very excited about meeting the new students 
who will be joining us in September.  The pastoral team 
and Mrs Wallis have started their annual visits to our 
partner primaries and we are looking forward to the    
students’ visit day on 21 June.  We know everyone will 
work really hard to give them a fantastic welcome.  This 
year we are welcoming students from over thirty    differ-
ent primary schools and, as usual, we will be offering a 
week of summer school in the first week of the holiday. 


