
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Front Page News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We recently made headline news in the local press as 
we were able to release an exciting announcement.  
As you will by now know, we are one of only 277 
schools in the country that have been successful in 
being selected for the government’s two billion 
pound Priority Schools Building Programme 2 and we 
are delighted to be able to announce that we are 
looking forward to a complete rebuild of our main 
block.  Meetings have been taking place since last 
year with architects and contractors and the marking 
out of the site is imminent, with the first spade due to 
go in after Christmas.  We expect to move into our 
new building in February 2019.  The layout of our site 
means that there will be no disruption to our          
students’ learning during the project.  We will        
continue to use the existing building during            
construction, which will only be demolished after we 
have moved into the new build.  With a new school 
hall, dining room, dedicated performing arts suite, 
two floors of classrooms and other facilities, the new 
building promises to be impressive.  For an              
impression of how our new building will look, please 
visit our school website, where we will be posting   
regular updates on how the build proceeds over the 
coming months.  Please go to the New Build Updates 
tab at the top of the website’s front page.  

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.   

The first half term of the year has been a busy one and 
we have many exciting things to look forward to as we 
move towards Christmas, not least of all impending 
work on our new build.  Enjoy a restful half term break 
and we will see you on Tuesday, 31 October. 

Presentation Evening 

In September, we held our annual awards presentation 
evening, where the achievements of over one hundred 
students were celebrated.  We were treated to         
outstanding performances from some of our dancers, 
as well as a stunning vocal performance from one of 
our year thirteen students, Rebecca Ingham.  Our guest 
speaker this year was businessman Andy Pickles.      
During his speech, he gave an interesting and            
charismatic insight into his life thus far.  Whilst his 
name might not be familiar to most of us, if we mention 
Jive Bunny then many parents would nod their heads in 
recognition, as the majority of our parents did on the 
evening.  Andy started Jive Bunny in Rotherham in the 
1980s as a very young man and his first three single   
releases made it to number one in the charts.  At that 
time, Jive Bunny was turned down by several major  
record companies and Andy had to release his first 
track on his own label.  The message he was at pains to 
share with our students was that if they have a dream, 
they should follow it with perseverance because, with 
the right attitude, anything is possible.  He now runs his 
own careers education company.  We would like to 
thank Andy for his inspirational talk and a special thank 
you to the Mayor of Maghull for helping to give out the 
prizes. 



 

Barcelona Trip 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our recent trip to Barcelona with thirty pupils from 
years 7-10 was a great success. The weather was 
everything we’d hoped for with sunny days through-
out and not a drop of rain. Flying in on a Sunday 
evening, we stopped for our first photo op and head 
count! We stayed in four-star accommodation, a 
stone’s throw from the beach, in a lovely little town 
called Villanova. We were half an hour from          
Barcelona so a short coach ride brought us to all of 
the sights.  We visited the city, strolled down the 
Ramblas and had our first ice-creams in the colourful 
Mercat San Josep. From a wow factor visit to the 
amazing Gaudi cathedral to the impressive Nou 
camp we took in the cultural sights of this vibrant, 
beautiful city. The science museum was great fun 
and very hands on and we were inspired by the 
Olympic stadium. Michael, our amazing travel guide, 
organised everything down to the last detail and 
provided pupils with special opportunities like    
gaining the confidence to enjoy the sea and get to 
know Vilanova by day and night. A truly fun experi-
ence;  Mrs Velasco is looking forward next time to 
taking a new group, next academic year, to enjoy 
this exciting area of Spain. 

PGL Watersports Trip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of July, thirty eight pupils and five staff   
enjoyed a packed itinerary of watersports from the 
superb beaches at La Fosca, Spain; the students      
benefited from the opportunities to learn new skills 
and experience a different environment where they 
could develop a real sense of their own achievement 
and understand how perseverance can lead to success. 
The 2017 PGL tour was a great success and pupils from 
years seven to eleven enjoyed the excellent              
surroundings in La Fosca (David Beckham has spent 
holidays there). The trip to the waterpark was a     
highlight for many whilst for others, the trip to the 
camp shop to stock up on crisps and chocolate         
certainly made each day. It's been a number of years 
since we did such a watersports trip but after the    
positive feedback and good time had by all, we expect 
to be running another one very soon.  A special thank 
you to Mr Hurst for organising the trip and to the    
accompanying staff for giving up their time to make it 
possible.  

Dates for the diary 
Monday, 30 October - INSET day 
Wednesday, 1 November - Year 11 Parents Evening  
Wednesday, 15 November - Sixth Form Open Evening  
Wednesday, 29 November - Sixth Form Parents Evening 
Wednesday, 13 December - Year 10 Parents Evening 
Thursday, 21 December - Term ends 

Attendance 
The government’s expectation for good attendance is 96% or above.  A report published by the Department for 
Education in 2016 stated that “pupils with no absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs A*-C or 
equivalent and 2.8 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs A*-C or equivalent including English and mathematics 
than pupils missing 15-20% of KS4 lessons”.  
Parents are reminded that time off in term time does have a detrimental impact on outcomes for students and 
should be avoided wherever possible.  Requests for exceptional term time holiday should be submitted directly 
to Mr Anderson. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zvXAjtPPAhUBnBQKHRu0Au0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewhambridge.co.uk%2F2013%2F12%2F20%2Fdiary-dates-for-january-to-april-2014%2F&psig=AFQjCNFFx8neTQI3BVkBVmTo0Ms


 

Art Update 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Art Department have been busy ensuring our 

students have the opportunity to exhibit their 

creative skills in local competitions. So far, the 

department have decided to enter three        

competitions, including Dot Art, The Maghull & 

Lydiate Art Group Exhibition 2017 and The      

Confucius Institute at Edge Hill University. Watch 

this space to see our entries and any other    

competitions they involve our students in. 

Open Events 

We were delighted  that over six hundred people attended our Open Evening on 20 September.  Visitors listened 
to a talk from Mr Anderson and then enjoyed a tour of many parts of the school.  They were able to speak to 
staff and numerous students who came to help out on the evening and find out more about our planned new 
build.  Our Open Morning a couple of weeks later was also well attended, with some families coming back for a 
second look and others visiting the school for the first time.  Feedback shared with our staff after both of these 
events was overwhelmingly positive with one prospective parent stating that they had never met more polite or 
happier students when visiting a secondary school.  Well done all students involved and thank you. 

Krakow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In July forty five students from years 9,10 and 12 travelled 
with staff to Krakow in Poland.  After sampling local food 
and soaking up the atmosphere on their arrival, the  
following day the party travelled to Auschwitz concentration 
camp where the tour of the site gave them a real insight into 
what victims of the Holocaust had endured.  They then     
visited the death camp at Birkenau and our staff were  
immensely proud when the tour guides commented on how 
respectful and well behaved our students were.  Students 
were also able to enjoy a sightseeing tour of Krakow itself as 
well as a visit to the Galicia Jewish Museum.  Here, they 
attended a workshop with a Holocaust survivor who had 
been given up for adoption at six months old by her Jewish 
parents in order to save her life.  Students were clearly 
moved by the account of her difficult life which revealed 
that her birth parents had both been shot and killed.  Thank 
you to the staff involved for organising such a wonderful 
trip, the memory of which will surely stay with our students 
for a very long time. 

Safeguarding 
Whole school safeguarding assemblies have once again been delivered at the start of this term.  Mrs Lindley and 
Mrs Bennett spoke to students about online safety, anti-bullying and other aspects of how to keep themselves 
safe both in and out of school.  Students were reminded of the importance of sharing any concerns with a   
member of the Safeguarding Team.  As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, James and Claire from the   
Phoenix Centre delivered assemblies highlighting how to maintain good mental health and also signposting 
where young people can seek support should they struggle from time to time.  If parents would like further     
information regarding our safeguarding policies and procedures, please refer to our school website. 

Reading Matters 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind 
all students how vital it is to find time for a      
regular programme of private reading.  Strong  
literacy skills stand students in good stead when 
it comes to examinations.  Students from years 7 
and 8 should be reading on the Accelerated 
Reader programme, keeping track of the number 
of quizzes they have passed and what their word 
count is up to as we reach half term. 



 

Charity from the Sixth Form 
Our sixth formers are determined to do as much as 
they can this year to support charity and have      
already raised over two hundred pounds in the first 
half term.  On 22 September, they paid a pound to 
wear jeans in support of Jeans for Genes Day, raising 
much needed funds for the national charity which 
supports families and individuals affected by genetic 
disorders.  Less than a week later at the ‘meet the 
sixth form team’ drop-in event for parents, they sold 
cakes for Macmillan to coincide with the national 
Macmillan Coffee Morning event, raising one      
hundred and forty pounds.  Thank you to all staff 
and students who donated cakes to sell.  Not       
content with raising over two hundred pounds in 
total already, on Friday, 20 October they will be 
wearing pink to support the Breast Cancer          
Campaign.  We are extremely proud of our sixth 
form students, who alongside the demands of their 
studies, still manage to find time to help and        
support others who are less fortunate.  Keep up the 
good work sixth formers. 

Science RAF visit 
Year 7 and 8 enjoyed a visit from the RAF on 10 October 
where they got to observe a real working jet engine.  
Students learned about the forces involved when planes 
take flight and willing volunteers helped create the best 
angle for an aeroplane’s wings. This STEM visit      
demonstrated that careers in the RAF can be pursued by 
both genders and some of our keen scientists have     
already started planning their futures having been      
inspired by this event.  Meanwhile, our weekly science 
club continues to thrive and earlier on in the term, the 
students who attend    enjoyed a visit from staff from 
Knowsley Safari Park.  Thank you to the staff in science 
who continue to provide such exciting and interesting 
opportunities for our students. 

Sports updates 
Over two hundred year four, five and six students 
from primaries across MADCOS ran in our cross 
country event last week.  It was a fantastic turn out.  
Thank you to our partner primaries for supporting 
this event.  Our first netball games of the season 
were away against Litherland High School. We are 
delighted to report that all year groups won their 
games. Extra well done to the year seven team as 
this was their first ever game of the season and   
special congratulations go out to Isobel Dowd who 
was player of the match.  Our football teams have 
also played several games so far this year.  Year   
seven have played both A and B games with         
particularly good performances against Deyes High 
School. Year nine are through to the next round of 
the English Schools FA National Cup with a fine team 
performance against Blacon School, Chester. 

Geography Award 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We  are delighted to announce that we have been 
awarded the prestigious Secondary    Geography Quality 
Mark which recognises quality and progress in             
geography leadership, curriculum development and 
learning and teaching in schools. The team of assessors 
were hugely impressed by the manner in which all at the 
school are continuing to embrace new and innovative 
approaches to teaching geography. The SGQM            
recognises student attainment, progress and         
achievement in geographical knowledge, understanding, 
values and skills, and sets expectations about the quality 
of teaching in geography. It promotes effective subject 
leadership and management, helping subject leaders 
raise the standards of geography in their schools.  Mr 
Donnan our Head of Geography said, “We are              
absolutely delighted with receiving this coveted award, 
which comes on the back of excellent Geography GCSE 
and A Level results this summer; and to be one of only 
27 schools nationally to do so this year makes it even 
more special.  It is an acknowledgement of the high 
quality of teaching and learning that is taking place, and 
all the hard work and effort put in by staff and students 
alike to create a successful and vibrant Geography      
Department.”  


