
 

 

 
 

          

             
 

          
                    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maghull High News            
Aspire Achieve Enjoy 

Science and Technology 
Science Club 
Science Club has been a hit this term with many students 
from years seven to eleven attending.   On the 17 October 
lava lamps were made, with thirty three students            
attending, including three year 11 who lead the club.  We 
looked at the chemical analysis of oil and water and put 
an agreed mixture in a bottle. Some pupils either added a 
glow stick to light up their lava lamp or placed a torch  
underneath. Once we added an indigestion tablet the lava 
lamp began.  Other activities have included making stress 
balls and exploding pumpkins.  Thanks to Mrs Smith-
Bunday for a fantastic first half term in science club. 
 
Engineering day year 12 
Our Engineering Your Future 
A group of budding engineers spent the day participating 
in a variety of workshops to help them make a decision as 
to which area of engineering they might want to study 
going forward. From designing a temporary concert    
venue for Ed Sheeran in Liverpool docks , to coming up 
with an invention to ensure hospital patients drink 
enough water, our students were so enthusiastic and   
engaged, a real credit to Maghull High School. 
 
Chester Trip 
Science took a number of year thirteen biology and      
applied science students to Chester Zoo on a bright and   
sunny October morning. Students attend as part of the 
curriculum content and also to enrich and inform them 
about conservation work around the world carried out by 
the zoo. The new lion enclosure was a hit as were the 
many baby animals around the park.  It was a very        
enjoyable day for all involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello and welcome to Maghull High School News.  

As the last week of a very busy term draws to a 
close, we bring you just some of the news about 
what has been going on in and around school. We 
are delighted with how well our new year seven   
cohort have settled in and have coped well with the 
transition. We return on Monday 4 November and 
are looking forward to reclaiming our site after  
demolition of our old building.  Have a wonderful 
half term break. 

Presentation Evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We were delighted to welcome ex-headteacher of 
Maghull High School, Sir John Jones, as our special 
guest at this year’s annual awards presentation 
evening in September.  Knighted in 2003 for his    
services to education, Sir John worked most of his 
professional life in a variety of schools across the 
North West of England, his last post being with us 
here at Maghull High. 
His achievements and reputation for straight-talking 
leadership and creativity led him to be invited onto 
various organizations, panels and think tanks        
including the National College for School Leadership.  
His talk to our award winners this year was            
engaging, aspirational and humorous, encouraging 
them to think big and follow their dreams.  We 
couldn’t agree more—we want all of our students to 
be the best they can possibly be. 



 

Art Competitions 

Maghull and Lydiate Art Group Competition  

Maghull and Lydiate Art Group is a local group hold-
ing their third Children’s Community Art Competition 
with the theme of ‘Extreme Weather’. All entries will 
be displayed on Sunday 17 November as part of their 
exhibition. This is a great community art opportunity 
for the pupils who have enjoyed creating drawings 
and paintings for the competition.  

Inaugural DMR Jewellery Design Awards 

Our students have been challenged with the brief to 
design a unique necklace inspired by ‘family’. The 
word ‘family’ resonates differently with each of us, 
with hugely personal meanings. A selection of Year 7 
and 9 students have responded to this brief, creating 
some highly personalised responses. The winner will 
be awarded a cash prize of £1000 to spend on         
creative education in the winning school, alongside 
the opportunity to have the winning piece made in 
rough materials, to be exhibited in DMR’s Liverpool 
showroom. The winner will also be featured in an   
article within the Educate Magazine as well as on 
both DMR and Educate Magazine’s social media.  

Careers Education 
Alder Hey Taster 
We are proud of three year eleven and twelve students 
who have elected to give up some of their half term   
holiday in order to experience a day in the life of a     
hospital at Alder Hey.  Budding medics of the future! 
 

Anfield event 
Over seventy year eleven and twelve students attended 
an event at Anfield to find out what different universities 
and companies were able to offer them post GCSE and A 
Level.  Some students were surprised that there were so 
many universities to choose from and were intrigued by 
the diverse choice of degrees available. They now have 
to look at them and start making decisions, with the sup-
port and guidance of staff in school. Several students   
also spoke to the companies offering higher level         
apprenticeships and again were surprised at what       
careers they could aspire to. 
 

Careers  Guidance Year 11 
All of year eleven have been required to complete their 
initial careers survey to help them start to think about 
next steps.  1:1 careers interviews with our careers team 
are also underway to ensure that everyone has a plan for 
September and beyond. 
 

University of Liverpool Personal Statement Clinic 
All year thirteen students were given the opportunity to 
meet with our link from the Unviersity of Liverpool to 
hone their personal statements prior to the November 
deadline for submission.  The deadline for UCAS            
applications is 15 January.  Should any student require 
further support, please see a member of the Sixth Form 
team. Additionally, two students attended a workshop in 
preparation for Oxbridge application.  Good luck all. 

Year 7 Road Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The whole of year seven were set the task to design a 
banner for a road safety competition, the aim being to 
advertise being safe on the streets. The winning entry 
will be made into a banner to display on the school 
gates. Some fantastic entries were handed in and they 
have now been posted off. Thank you to Miss Garnett for 
getting everyone to work on this.  Fingers crossed for a 
winner! 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AT MAGHULL HIGH SCHOOL 

Reading For Pleasure 
 

It has been wonderful to see so many of our students 
bringing their reading for pleasure books to school 
this half term.  Every student is expected to have a 
book that they have time to read in tutor time, in 
some  lessons and during breaks and lunches.  Mrs 
Larkin delivered assemblies this week that               
emphasised the researched links between reading 
and better health and wellbeing, so as well as         
developing a wider vocabulary and better literacy 
skills, students can become happier through regular 
reading.  Students should ensure they remember to 
bring their current reading book after half term and 
year seven and eight students need to remember to 
quiz on Accelerated Reader. 



 

Unplugged 

The first school concert of the year took place on 16 
October, with performers from across the year 
groups taking part in the annual Unplugged concert.  
Nearly thirty acts took part, a number of whom were 
year sevens taking part in their first concert            
experience.  As always it is incredibly difficult to pick 
out star performers, but particular mention must go 
to the debut performance of the school’s guitar 
group, featuring a number of year seven performers; 
Lilly O’Rourke for her rousing performance of    Hu-
man and to Emma Howard for her version of Iris. The 
night ended, as is now customary, with a         rendi-
tion of We Are Young by the entire cast of     Un-
plugged 2019.  A special thanks to all of the staff (in 
particular the Performing Arts team), students and 
parents who supported the evening – we look for-
ward to seeing you all again at the Dance Show in 
December! 

Spotlight Academy 
This academic year we see the introduction of the   
performing arts 'Spotlight Academy'.  This is an exciting 
opportunity for students to become ambassadors for 
the performing arts with academy areas being run in 
dance, drama and music.  Auditions have been held 
and we currently have twenty students in each       
academy area across years seven to ten.  Students have 
been attending weekly, being stretched and challenged 
in their specialism, working towards a whole variety of 
performance opportunities coming up this term.      
Drama academy are currently devising their own     
Theatre in Education piece based on the impact of    
social media, with the intention to tour around our   
local partner primary schools.  Dance academy have 
been eagerly rehearsing pieces for the upcoming dance 
show in December and the music academy have       
recently performed in the school music concert 
'Unplugged'.  We will keep you updated throughout the 
year with upcoming performance opportunities within 
Performing Arts. 

Dates for the diary 

Wednesday, 13 November - Sixth Form Open Evening 1 
Wednesday, 4 December - Dance Show 
Thursday, 5 December - Dance Show 
Friday, 20 December - Last day of term 

Open Events 
 

Thank you to all visitors to our recent open events.  
We were overwhelmed by the turn out to our open 
evening and over fifty-five families came to our less 
formal Saturday morning event.  Visitors were given 
the opportunity to wander the new building,      
speaking to students and staff and some took         
advantage of our year seven ambassador guides, who 
at that time had only been here two weeks.  They did 
an amazing job.  We are looking forward to our next 
event which is our first Sixth Form Open Evening on 
13 November, where existing year eleven students, 
parents and students from other schools considering 
our sixth form will have the opportunity to talk to our 
new Director of Sixth Form, Mr Couttie. 
 

Geography Competition 
 

Taking inspiration from the Geographical Association's 
annual photography competition, the geography       
department have decided to run their own, open to all 
students; there are two categories – KS3 and KS4/5.  
The theme of the competition is ‘Wonderful               
Geography'.  To enter, students should take a photo of 
some aspect of geography, either human or physical 
that shows how geography is wonderful.  This could be 
a feature or something that captures a process. It need 
not be only something on a grand scale but might 
equally be a small-scale feature of geography; it might 
also be something seen in an urban environment as 
much as a feature of the countryside or a ‘wild’ area, 
and it could be taken locally or from somewhere a bit     
further afield.  For further details, see the school     
website or email donnang@maghullhigh.com. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zvXAjtPPAhUBnBQKHRu0Au0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewhambridge.co.uk%2F2013%2F12%2F20%2Fdiary-dates-for-january-to-april-2014%2F&psig=AFQjCNFFx8neTQI3BVkBVmTo0Ms


 

Football Updates 
Boys’ Football 
 

Some of our teams have enjoyed success in this first 
term of the year.  Our new year seven team secured 
a win in the English School’s Football Competition 
against St John Arrowsmith.  After a particularly     
exciting game, the score was 4-3 with a nail-biting 
last minute winner.  Year eight against Hillside netted 
a phenomenal ten goals, securing a 10-2 win. 
 
Next half term, our year ten team have an important 
game against Westholme School, Blackburn in the 
English School’s Football Competition.  We wish the 
team good luck and will report on their outcome in 
the next issue. 
 
Unfortunately, despite the enthusiasm of Mr Tyrer at 
the helm, the year eleven team have been knocked 
out of the Sefton and National cup in round one.  We 
can’t win them all lads. 

Sports Updates 
Girls’ Football  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year seven and eight girls took part in their first football 
match this year. They are off to a great start with a 4-2 
win against Maricourt High School. Goals from Isabella 
Fletcher- Dodd, Lara Wright and two from Faye 
Whitfield secured the win for Maghull High School.  
Woman of the Match chosen by the opposition was 
Grace O’Hare. Well done ladies! 
 

Netball 
 

We are delighted with the number of girls attending 
netball club this year.  We are able to run an A and B 
team in Year seven and teams in eight, nine and eleven.  
We have had a great start to the season with fabulous 
performances in our first 5 matches.  Year 7 A are un-
beaten since the start of the year, Year 8 have won 3, 
drawn 1 and lost 1, Year 9 have won 3 and lost 3 and 
Year 11 have drawn their only game.  We have two 
more matches after half term before the winter break 
when the nights are too dark to complete fixtures.  We 
are also looking forward to a Year 7 tournament at 
Maricourt on 18 November. 

Maths Competition 
The maths department recently took four year twelve  
students to the University of Liverpool to attend a 
problem solving conference.  It was a fantastic           
opportunity for students to work collaboratively with 
other schools an get an insight into the university and 
its facilities.  Our students performed incredibly well 
and came a close third in the final competition of the 
day. 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

All staff have received their annual safeguarding 
training update and assemblies have been delivered 
to students about online safety, anti-bullying and 
other aspects of how to keep themselves safe both in 
and out of school. Students were reminded of the 
importance of sharing any concerns with a member 
of the Safeguarding Team. As part of Mental Health 
Awareness Week, assemblies highlighted how to 
maintain good mental health and resilience and also 
signposted where young people can seek support 
should they struggle from time to time.  These were 
led by the Phoenix Team, including Beth Dawson, our 
new learning mentor.  Over two hundred students 
have been supported by the Phoenix this half term, 
working with Pat Woods our school nurse and Bob 
Mason, our counsellor.  We would remind our stu-
dents that they have access to the online counselling 
platform Kooth.  Parents can find further information 
regarding our safeguarding policies and procedures, 
as well as parental online safety guides, on our school 
website under Safeguarding Children on the Safe-
guarding tab.  
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs M Bennett  

Attendance 
All students should be aiming for at least 97% average 
attendance in school.  Pastoral teams regularly speak to  
year groups about how important it is to come into 
school, even they you might have a headache or a 
sniffle.  Resilience building is what it’s all about.  


